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The SS. rfi all of its many guise*. was cne or the key 
potiucat-military studures ol Hie Thud Reich It grew 
from El small, fanatical trocp Of 200 men wno were 
Hiller's personal bodyguard. to an OKjamzalian pf hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of personnel who were involved n 
every aspect of G-emian SOG-Cty during ihe war Qn the 
battlefield S5 forces wore renowned far lheir sup-erh 
Comt-ol skills, they were also Synonymous With the 
brulalilies of lh-e ggncenlmlKin, camps 

The SS were H iie r 's ideological troops and iheir cine 
Status IS nowhere more apparent lhan in incur um 
forms. Himmler, HetehsfSihrer of the &S. icgardctf his 
force* as a modem incarnation of lhe ehwalrie orders 
and stfflk 3 personal interest m toCir an forms and 
accoutOrmenls. The liqhtnmg runes and 1h0 Doaib's 
Head badge a*t' f rmly assocvited with them, put IhOSO 
are Wily IwO aspects of a wide range of insignia. ym 
forms weapons ar.u awards wh dh were un que fo I ho 
SS 

flighi rroin the early days, troop* of me Stadswje/ie 
were sel apart by their black kepi hats The introduction 
or lhe black on .farm in 19-33 was on inspired deciSiMl 
setting lhe SS apan from other troops and lending an 
air of both eJegance and menace to a band of men 
once smilingly dismissed as asphalt soldiers Black 
gradually gave way tc she f=Gid g/ay of sbo clhor forces 
of the Reich from 1938, altering the political image ol 
me SS io a mwe military one. 

ACX30u[fiimenls were larqely ? milar lo those issued to 
thp army. Pot COdaih items were distinguished by Spe¬ 
cial Insignia unique to lhe SS Edged weapons, for 
example, were engraved with me mono Mains Erne 
HetSSl TfSuS. and the field gray uniform worn by too 
Waff on-5 S sported disimclwe SS rank and unit 
msignra Similarly, although lhe SS wwo c-hgiMo for an 
th -0 usual political and mHilary awards ol IhO Thi r cS 
Reich, there was also as a mirnher unique lo inem 
such as the Anti-Partisan badge and me higrhly pn?ed 
TotenAopr ting presented tn me ehle few 

SS Regalia provides a unique reenrr; of the umtarms 
and regalia el the 55 With an aiiihnritaiive text and 
over 200 photographs, many specially-commissioned 
ft will be a valuable addition io me shelves or anyone 
mieresied in military history. 
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After thedefeat of Germ any at the end ofWorld War t in 
November 1918. the government collapsed, revolution 
swept the country and pnlilies became a dangerous 
business, with all sides employing strong-arm tactics. 
Nationalist groups -prong up all over Genuany, with 
the aim of ridding the land of the ‘November Traitors" 
who bad brought the disgrace of the dictated peace, and 
of the Cummunisls and SpnrlakisLs whose first loyally 
was Lu Bolshevik Russia. Nations!Lists came from every 
level of society, arid al Ihe lower end of Ihe Munich 
social scale want Anton Dnexlcr's tiny German Workers" 
Party, one of whose meetings Adolf Hitler attended as a 
military observer in September 1919. He subsequently 
joined the party and, through his powers of oratory, vir¬ 
tual ty took it over from the outset, changing its name to 
the National Socialist German Workers’ Party 
iNutionalBcniali-itiache Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, or 
NSDAPi 

The stewards forth? founding meeting of the NSDAP 
on 24 February l£i2f) wore a squad of , or 

temporary volunteers, armed ivith pistols and clad in 
the field-gray of the Munich Ren'hfiii'i'hr to which they 
were attached. Hitler's speeches soon found a loud echo 
in the ranks of the FrciRitrpu, the hastily-fnrmed units 
of do mobilised right-wing troops who had banded to¬ 
gether ou an ati basis to smash riots, keep order in 
the street* and prevent Germany from becoming a Bol¬ 
shevik regime. Such armed supporter?!, might well have 
been sympathetic, hat they certainly had no undying 
loyalty in the new movement, So, towards the end of 
1920. a permanent and regular Nasi formation called 
the Saal&chuti. or Hall Guard, was set up to protect 
speakers at NS.DAP meetings. In November 1921. the 
various Saalschutz groups throughout Bavaria were 
consolidated by the Freikorps leader Ernst Rohm and 
renamed Sturmahteitungcn , or -BA, after the elite Ger¬ 
man Arinv assault detachments of World War 1. In re- 
turn for securing the organizing abilities of Rohm and 
other military sponsor*. Hitler had to let his. “party 
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troops' slip under the aegis of the Frcikorps and Reicha- 
wehr. liy the time it paraded at the first national rally of 
the NS DAP in January 1923, the SA numbered fitH)U 
men in four regiments. In an effort better to control the 
rapidly growing organization, Hitler appointed, the 
former air ace, Hermann Goring, to lead it, but Goring 
was naturally lazy and self-indulgent and the driving 
force behind the SA remained Rohm. Frustrated by 
Rdhm'a ambition and independence, which were upheld 
by the military. Hitler was compelled to set up yet an¬ 
other body of men, from outside the SA, which would be 
entirely devoted to him. Thus the SS was born 
In March 1923 Hitter ordered the formation of a 
Munich-based bodyguard known as the Sn&ru’at'Ae, 
whose members swore an oath of loyally to him 
personally. Two months later, to avoid confusion with 



other SA units of the same name, (he Stabswacho was 
integrated Into a new, 30-man squad called the Stoss* 
trupp Adolf Hitler, led by Julius Schreck and Josef 
lierchtold. The Stosslmpp participated in the ill-fated 
Munich Putsch on 9 November 1923, when Hitler's 
attempt (u seize power in Do verm by force ended in dis. 
aster, During the episode, Stosslrupp member Ulrich 
Graf saved Hitler's life and was severely wounded m 
the process. His bravery that day left a lasting im¬ 
pression on the Nazi FuFiner. 

Following the Putsch, the NSDAP was banned and 
the SA dissolved. On his release from prison in Decem¬ 
ber 1924, Hiller began to rebuild his shattered party. In 
February 3925 the NSDAP was reconstituted end the 
SA reactivated in an unarmed form. However, there 
was si! II no nationals A, which remained at that stage 
little more than a social club for young roughnecks. In 
March, on the ad v ice ofSchreck. Hitler recommended to 
local party leaders the setting up of small guard details 
to be known ns Schutmtaffeln, or protection squads, a 
new [erm subject to none of the governmental prohibi¬ 
tions and not identified with the old Freikorps tradi¬ 
tions The Sehutzstaffcl cicr NSDAP, soon abbreviated 
to SS, was to comprise 10-mun squads selected from the 
must reliable party members. Their sole purpose would 
be to protect Hi tier and other Nani leaders during their 
political campaigning throughout Germany, On 9 
November 1925 the existence of the bS was officially 
proclaimed in a ceremony at the Munich Fetdherrn- 
ha lie 

During the -spring of I92fi, 75 Schutzstaffeln were 
formed right across the country. A new SS-Oberteilung 












was created and headed by Berchtald. with the self- 
styled t it te of Rtieh&ftih rer der SS However, he rapid |y 
lost imerest and i m Ma re h 1927 re I i rnq ui shed h is office to 
his deputy, Krhard Heidc-n. Despite the extension of its 
numbers and theoretical prestige, the BB remained a 
limited organisation subordinated to the BA. The latter 
kept a jealous eye on SS expansion and local SA com¬ 
manders consistently used the SS under their control, 
for the most demeaning tasks, such as distributing pra¬ 
ps panda leaflets and recruiting subscribers to the party 
newspaper, the Volkixchef Beobtxehiar. By the end of 
l928 r morale in the SS was at an all-time low and mem¬ 
bership plummeted. Photographs dating from that 
period rarely show as many as 10 Sia men together. 

The watershed in the development of the SS can be 
traced to- a single day - 6 January 1929 On that fateful 
date, Heinrich Himmler took command! of the organiza¬ 
tion at a time when theSA was becoming increasingly 
rebellious, tn April, the new ReichsfCihrer obtained 
approval for a recruiting plan designed to creole a truly 
elite body out of the SS. and by l93fl tt had grown to a 
force of 2900 men. with its own officer corps. When the 
SA in northern Germany rebelled against Gauleiter 
Josef tloebbels and his bourgeois N5DAP hierarchy in 
Berlin, only the local SB under Oberfuhrer Kurt 
Daluegt- remained loyal Lu Hitler. Tbe revolt collapsed 
and Himmler was rewarded with bis appointment as 
security chief of the NSDAP headquarters in Munich. 
In effect, be was made head of the party police, 

The SS grew steadily during 1931-32 within the 
matrix of a rapidly expanding BA and NSDAP member¬ 
ship. Himmler kept busy changing and rechanging his 
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unit designations to keep up with the elaborate tables of 
organisation being constructed hy Rohm and his staff. 
By the summer of 1.932, the SS numbered 450 officers 
and 25,000 men, with administrative unit s known as 
Oberfahrer-Abschwlte interposed between about 40 
regiments and the Reidinfuhrer-SS During that year, 
the political struggle in Germany rapidly took on the 
form of a civil war. The Communists and Socialists set 
up armed mi Lit ins and tbu SA and SS responded. Ten SS 
men were killed and several hundred wounded during 
running street battles with the Red Front. The whole 


scenario was Lapped up by tiie SS Old Guard, and their 
catch-phrase, 'Die Kampfzeit war die beste Zeit’ (The 
fighting days were the best'' was frequently repeated as 
a form of boast to young SS men years later during the 
Third Reich. 

As the crucial 1933 elections approached, it suited the 
Nar,is to create the impression that Germany was on the 
verge of anarchy and that they had all the solutions. It 
was perhaps not surprising that they won a great elec¬ 
toral victory, and on 30 January the old field Marsh u I 
Raul von 3 lindenburg, President of the Reich and a sort 













of 'Ersatz Kaiser' (substitute emperor K entrusted 
Hitler with the post of Chancellor and the responsibi¬ 
lity of forming a government- Loss (hail a month later* 
the Keichstag hulling was burned to the ground and 
theOnirministK wore blamed- Hitler immediately gave 
police powers to 2. f i,OGg $A and |l>,00<] men, and left- 
wmg opponents of the* new regime began In he arrested 
in large ntimbers and herded into makeshift prisons 
:md camps-. While the &S was consol i elating its situation 
and control]mg its membership and recruitment by a 
constant purging process, the SA began to throw its 
weight about noisily. Denied a position in the Nazi statu¬ 
te which it fell entitled* the SA talked of u 'Second Revo¬ 
lution' which would sweep away both the bourgeois of 
the parly and the reactionaries of the Reiehawohr* On 
30 June 193d* the ’Night oft he Long Knives'* Rbhrn and 
the SA leadership were eliminated in operations 
carried oul by the SSand the army. 

On 20 July 1934 , Hitler declared the ^OO.OOft-strong 
SS an independent forma tier of the NSDAP and re¬ 
moved it completely from SA control, Its position of 
asppndancy was now assured and it entered a period of 
consolidation; a new command structure and organiza- 
lion was developed under Himmler, whose rank as 



Reichsfijhror-SS for the first Lime actually meant whtil 
it implied and made him directly subordinate to Hitler. 
Under the SS High Command, or ftetch&filhrung-SS t 
the following eight main departments, OT Haitpidmter, 
ultimately evolved for l he purpose of carrying out (he 
day-to-day work of" directing and administering the 
organization, 

The Hauptnmt I'ersonlieher Stub RfSS 

Rers, Stab 

Himmler's personal staff* comprising specialist offi¬ 
cials* advisers, honorary officers and administrative 
personnel. 

The SS I 1jlu plaint SS-HAi 

The SS Central Office, responsible for recruitment and 
the maintenance of records on nnn-cnwllli-sjitoned SS 
men. 


The SS Kuhruiigsbauptuml iSS-FJIA 1 

SS Operational Headquarters, which co-ordinated 
training, the payment of wages* the supply of e<|uIp- 
menl, arms* ammunition and vehicles, and the main¬ 
tenance and repair of stocks. 
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The ReidiMucherhelbihauptamL ■ RSHA 
Thy Reich's Central Security Office, controlling tile 
security paLite of the Third Reich, including the hnpo. 
Gestapo LtmJ SD. It was also responsible for both foreign 
a ad domestic intelligence operations, espionage and 
cuunU-r-LTSpiomige, and combating political and com- 
mondaw crime. 

The SS Wirtachafts- tmd Verwaltuntfshauptamt 
tBS-WVHAP 

The SS Economic and Administrative Department, 
which oversaw a large number of SS- industrial and 
agricultural underlakings, administered the finances 
of the SS and ran the concentration camps. 

The Rasse- tmd Siedlungshauptamt RuSHA' 

The Race and Settlement Department looked alter the 
racial purity of alt SS members and was responsible for 
executing the policy of settling SS men in the eastern 
territories. 


The Halt plaint SSdifrlcht illA SS-Gerichti 
The SS Legal Department administered the disciplin¬ 
ary .side Of the special code of laws to which members of 
the SS were subject 

The SS Personalhauptamt < Pers. HAi 

The SS Personnel Department dealt with personnel 

matters and kept records on all SS officers, 

Immediately below the Hauptomter were the SS OU r - 
mbmhnitt<? i Regions i and Abxduuttc < Districts t, the 
baRes of the SS territorial organization. 

From 1933-34, the SS K-plLl into two distinct groups: 
the traditional Atlgemcine-SS, which wju basically 
part-time and fulfilled a police function; and the full¬ 
time military Bewaffnctc-SS, or untied SS. Each had its 
own distinctive series of uni forma and regalia. Roth 
branches shared, however, total loyalty and com mi t- 
rno iH to H itier, relsahing the obetl ie ace req u trod of l hem 
as the Ku brer's body guard. 
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The first zind furumo&t duly -of the uni ire Sb- urga n i na¬ 
tion was always the protection of Adolf Hiller. After the 
advent of the Leibstandarto, however, whew members 
worked Full-time to a rota system and accompanied 
Hitler on his journeys throughout the Reich, the part- 
time SS men who had originally been recruited on a 
lorn S hn sis to protect the Fuhrer during his trips a round 
Germany found that aspect of their work effectively 
taken from l hem. Consequently, it was derided that os 
nnniht the main day-to-day function of these highly dis¬ 
ciplined Allgemuinu-SS volunteers would lie to support 
ike police in maintaining public order. The Nazi posi¬ 
tion in 19,3-4 35 was far from securo, and the Allge- 
meine-SS rapidly expo tided with the formation of many 
new units trained and equipped to combat any counter¬ 
revolution. The typical SS infantry regiment, or Fuax* 
Stathii rrfe, comprised 2GQ9 men organized into active 
and reserve battalions companies 

tSfflrfficJ, platoons tTritpiv-ft', sections iSrAtmort and 
files i Rotten) These were supported by a vast array of 
specialists, including cavalry regiments i/fejforgfcrfl- 
dartitn 1, signals battalions i ASnrr A nvhremfurmh#uiu* i , 
engineer battalions \Piitnitrtitttrmbanw\. medical com¬ 
panies iSamtdlsxtiirnii’K a flying' conipany i 
xiurm i zind u supplementary reserve iStvmmahtei- 
lun f*K It was planned that, in thu event of any internal 
uprising, the Allgemcine-SiS would take over the oper¬ 
ation of the past office, national radio network, public 
Lit 11 i t ion and pu bib t rn nsport, as we lias act i ng as pol ice 
reinforcements. However, the anticipated civil unrest 
never come about, and so the duties of the Allge- 
meine-SS before the outbreak of war in 193-9 were 
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^enuntllv restricted tu gv^r.-^ei^ crowd control Ul 
putty rallies Emd other toleh rations, including n.ilsonal 
holiday's Etml slate visits of foreign dij'nitari^. 

The dose ri'lutiumihip between l be SS and police 
grew Eipuce uftur Hi till'll Ee-t weis appointed Chef der 
Deutsche] i Foliaei in June 1956. The Reichsfuhrer 
pi eb 11 iifd lo iru-rge the two bodies inlet ei hingEeStale Pro- 
tCClion Culps at Stwitxsehutzkorfm, •.■sfci ctdi wjus let In. 1 
achieved (list bv K'ltlgEiiiiZaliOh eiiiJ then by till' absurp- 
tion of police personnel into the Allgemeiue-SS. 
Throughout the- remainder of the 'nurd Retch. a large 
number of politically reliable and racially suitable 
policemen were granted SS membership. being taken 
into the StammabteiIpng with SS ranks equivalent to 
their police hiatus. Himmler uLtimutely succeeded in 
achieving control of atl convent ion:il German police 
forces, the fire brigade, railway and post office guards, 
rescue and emergency services, intelligence agencies 
and even night watchmen. Moreover, all the corres¬ 
pond Lap domestic police forces in the conquered 
countries, including the Liritish Constabulary serving 
on the Channel Islands, came under his authority. 
Through their direction of these agencies, with (heir 
vast resources and intimate local knowledge, the Allge- 


meine-SS hierarchy exercized a power and influence 
more widespread and effective than anything contem¬ 
plated by their fighting comrades in the WafTen-SS 
daring World War II 

Allgemeine-SS members who w r ere engaged, in re¬ 
served occupations which prevented their call-up in 
]939 took jto active role in the war effort at home. In 
many cuius, special SS Wachkompanie and Alarm- 
stiirme wem derailed to protect factories, bridges, roads 
ei ill! other strategic points :md assist the Lufl$chtttZ or 
Civil Defense during ei ir raids. Some S3 men worked aa 
auxiliaries with the Customs Service while others 
helped with the harvest, supervised foreign. hiburerc 
and engaged in welfare work. Daring 1944-45. the 
cadres of the Allgemeine-SS. spread throughout Ger¬ 
many. co-ordinated the organization of the Volkastitrm^ 
or Home Guard, which came under Himmlers control. 

Conditions of service in the Allgemeine-SS high¬ 
lighted the elite nature of the organization Recruiting 
was always strictly controlled. even during the war, 
with most young KS men coming directly from the 
ranks of the Hitler Youth. The latter worked hand-in- 
glove with the SS, and adopted many of its uniform 
accouterments and rituals. Selection was based on 
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racial purity, good health nrd a disciplined character, 
and training wEtfi carried mil over a three-year period, 
with statutory h-rei iks Tor obligatory se> rv i re Ln tli-u 
armed forces or ReicfwarbfitHtii&itst. ThEt -confirmed SS 
man remained in [lie active AII|*«mi?in«-SSuntil he was 
■lift years old, aflcr which he could transfer to one of lhe 
SS reserve uni Is. Promotion was awarded urn merit, arid 
a strict SS Legal and disciplinary code governed lhe be¬ 
havior of every SS member. Ultimately, SS men Were 
unswenlUe only to special SS and po I ice courts for any 
crimes and offenses they commuted, and were in effect 
put above the normal jur indict ion of the civil courts. The 
same rnci al q un lit ioa looked for i n i he SS mao were a Iso 
required of his wife, and Christian weddings were re¬ 
placed hy nen-pagan ceremonies for the AElgemeine-SS, 
with couples expected to raise at least four children. 

The Allpemeine-SS eventually outgrew ils police 
function and came to have a wide-ranging effect on all 
aspects of life throughout Nazi Germany. The racial 
policies of the Third Reich were put into operation 
through SS agencies, primarily the Reichxkattttnixiia- 
rial fur die Festigung ih'ti dfUttichen Valltxturnx. or 
RKF DV, t he R#ieh Commiss io n for the Consol ida t ion of 
Germ an ism„ w h i c h orga n\ zed t he resell tement of raei al 
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German repatriate# in the occupied eastern terrilories. 
Another SS group. the Vatkaacitischc Mittclateliv or 
VOM1, played ei ti.iprifira.nt purl in paving the way for 
the Nli;■■ t occupation of Austria and Chechoslovakia. hi 
an tifTbrl to prove the racial hypotheses of National 
Socialism by scientific means* Himmler set up Ahnrov 
erbe. a body for the research of ancestral heritage. The 
SS duly carried out archaeological excavations 
throughout Europe in the search for the origins of the 
Nordic race, a study which ultimately resulted in 
human experimentation using concentration camp in¬ 
mates. 

The concentration camp system also gave the SS 
access to an unlimited supply of cheap expendable 
labor, which Le»d to a thriving SS economy. Various 
manufacturing enterpriser were sot up an the camps, 
and workers leased out to-private firms on sub-contract. 
The acquisition of large fertile territories during the 
war greatly enlarged the scope of these activities, 
harming and stock breeding in Poland* and lum boring, 
mining and fishing in Russia all entered the field of &S 
economics* and between 1941 and lEM4 the SS exploited 
the wealth, resource# and population of the conquered 
Hast oil a massive scale. Himmler eventually controlled 
over 500 factories, producing 7ft per cent of Germany's 
soft drink# and 9ft per cent of the country's furniture. 
Most of the uni forma and equipment used by this SS and 
police were manufactured in the camps, whose in mutes 
also baked bread* processed meet, made munitions and 
repaired leather grunts. The SS run quarries, brick¬ 
works, cement factor It!#, food research luburulories. el 


publishing house, a sword smithy and even a porcelain 
works. The money which flowed into SS cofTers as u te- 
bu it was vast, a nd hel ped to #t rcngihun Himmlers posi- 
(ion and maintain the financial autonomy of bis 
organization 

Through its industrial cnnnoclions, the Align 1 - 
meine-.SS cultivated and recruited hundred# of com¬ 
pany directors, burinewsmen and landowners. Others 
became SS patron members, milking regular donations 
tO SS funds in return fur Himmler's favor and protec¬ 
tion. By means of u thorough policy of infiltration, the* 
SSduly permeated right through every branch of offx- 
ciuland semi-official German life. By May 1944, no less 
ill an 25 per cent of the leading personalities in Ger¬ 
many were members of the Allgemeine-SS. some being 
regulars Etud Others so-cullcd 'Ehfrnfiihrer'aT honorary 
officers. They included id most id I of Hitler’s immediate 
entourage, men in key party and government post#, top 
civil servant#, members of the military aristocracy, doc¬ 
tors, scientist#, university professors and those promi¬ 
nent in the field# of culture and charitable works. After 
the tailed plot to assassinate Hitler in duly 1944, the SS 
finally overcame that last bastion of the old traditional 
(iermany. ihe army with SS generals taking over the 
military adnunisIraUon and secret weapons program 
By the E*nd of 1944, the Altgemeino-SS had seized 
almost total political, military sind economic power in 
Germany. 

The uniforms and regaliu of the Allgetileine-SS de¬ 
veloped us theorganisation expanded, and will now be 
covered in some detail. 
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The Death’s Head 

Qfall uniform trappings and accouterments, the one 
pmh-tpm which endured throughout the history of the 
Organization nnd became (irmly associated with it Wfl-s 
the death's head, or T&ti r ttkopf, ail eerie motif com¬ 
prising a skull and crossed bones. It hits often been 
assumed that the death's head was adopted simply to 
strike terror into the hearts of those who saw it. How¬ 
ever, that was mot 60 -1( was chosen as ;i direct ;ind emo¬ 
tional link with the past, and in particular with the 
elite military units of the Imperial Retch. 

Medieval German literature and romantic poems 
were filled with references to dark forces and the 
symbols of death and destruction. In L 740. ;1 large righl- 
fnc i ngjaw less death’s head with the bone* lying behind 
the skull, embroidered in silver bullion, adorned the 
black funeral trappings of the Prussian King. Frederick 
William ] In his memory, the Laib-Husaren Regiments 
Nos. I and 2, bEile Prussian royal bodyguard units 
which wort- formed the following year, took block as the 
color of their uniform sand wore a massive Totenkopfnf 
similar design on their Pelzmdtwn or busbies. The 
State of Brunswick toll owed suit in ld09 when the 
death's head was adopted by its Hussar Regiment No. 
|7 and the third battalion of Infantry Regiment No. 92. 
The Brunswick Totenkopf differed slightly ill design 
from the Prussian one, with the skill I facing forward 
and situated directly above the crossed hones. During 
World War I the death’s head was chosen as a formation 
sign by a number of crack German army units, paniem 


Inrly the storm troop*, flame!hrower detachments and 
tank battalion*. After 1918 the death’s head surfaced 
again on the streets of Germany, this time pointed rvn 
the helmets and vehicles of certain Freikorps. Because 
of its association with these formations, the Totenkopf 
became symbolic not only of wartime daring and self- 
sacrifice hut also of postwar traditionalism. unti- 
1-iberalism and anti-Bolshevism 

It is not surprising, therefore, that members of the 
Stosstnipp Adolf Hitler eagerly took (lie Totenkopf as 
their distinctive emblem in L923. initially acquiring a 
small stock of appropriate arrny surplus cap badges. 
Their successors in (he SS thereafter contracted the 
firm ofDeschler in Munich (o restrike large quantities 
of the Prussia maty le jawless death'* bend which they 
used on their headgear for the next 11 years In 3934, 
when the Prussian Totenkopf began to be worn as an 
elite badge hy the new army pauper units, the SS de¬ 
vised its own unique pattern of grinning death's head, 
with lower jaw, which it used thereafter until the Sfi s 
demise in 19-15 

The 1SKH-pattern SS Totenkopf ultimately took 
various forms, right-facing, left-fileing and front - 
facing, and appeared on the doth headgear of all SS 
members. It was the centerpiece of theSS Death* Head 
Hi mg and could be seen an dagger and gorge! suspension 
chains, mossjacket*, hags, standards, drum covers and 
trumpet banners, Himmler wanted his men to he proud 
of their heritage and there is no doubt [has the histor¬ 
ical associations of the death's head were well used In 
s hat end. 
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SS REGALIA 


The Runes 

Alongside the T&tenkopf. the SS runes represented the 
elitism and brotherly comradeship of the organization, 
and were consciously elevated to an almost htdy status. 
They derived from ihe characters which formed the 
alphabets used by ihe Germanic Lillies of pre-Christian 
Europe, and particularly appealed to Hi mail era vision 
of the SS as a chivalric order, and to his fascination for 


cryptic codes and hidden metises. 

All pre-1939 Atlgememe-SS men were msiructed in 
runic symbolism as pail of their probationary training. 
Fiy 194n, M mai n variet ies of rune were in use hy t he SS, 
and these arc described from A 10 N below and shown in 
the accompanying illustrations. The dlier points of 
these runes were never generally appreciated, by the 
majority of men who wore them, and instruction in 
their meanings ceased around 1940. 
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A The HukcrikrcUz 

The HaketikiuuK ur swastika was the pagan Germanic 
sign of Dun ner for THor(, the Thunder God, A very simi- 
lar symbol was common in Hindu culture, although the 
hooks faced to the left. Hindu legend stated that re¬ 
versing (he swastika would bring hod luck to the in¬ 
stigator. During the nineteenth century it came to be 
regarded as symbolic of nationalism, and in ihe 
post-3918 period won adopted by the Elhrhardt Brigade 
and other Froikorps units. As the senior badge of the 
Nazi parly and stale, it inevitably featured ort many SS 
accouterments, either static fi.e. standing flail or 
mobile H.e. standing on one point to give the appear* 
ancs of an advancing movement!. 

B The Scinnenrad 

The Son nen rad or sunwhee I swastika was the old Norse 
representation of the sun. 

C The S iff-Rune 

The Sig-Rune (also known as the Siegrunei was 
symbolic of victory. Around 1932 SS man Walter Heck. 
0 graphic designer employed b_v the budge manufac¬ 
turing firm of Ferdinand E lofTslat Le r i n Bonn, drew two 
Sip-Runes side by side and thus created the ubiquitous 
"SS-Runeif used thereafter hy all branches of the 
organization. The SS paid him 2,50 Reichsmarks for the 
rights to his design! 

D The Gcr-Rune 

The Ger-Hune was symbolic of communal spirit. 


E The Wolfs angel 

The Wolfrengel, or Wolf Hook. was originally a pagan 
device which supposedly possessed the magical power 
to ward off wolves. It was adopted as an emblem by less 
superstitious fifteenth-century peasants in their revolt 
against the mercenaries of the German princes, and 
was thereafter regarded as representing liberty and in¬ 
dependence; 

F The Wfi lfsHngel i variant ■ 

A squat version of the Wdlfsangel with honked arms 
whs worn as an early badge of the NSDAP, and hiis 
later adapted by ihe Dutch SS. 

G The Opfer-Kuue 

Tin- Opter-Rune symbolized self-sacrifice, and torn- 
memoraletl the Nazi martyrs of thv 192-3 Munich 
Putsch. 

II The Eif-Rune 

The Eif-Rune represented seal and enthusiasm. It wan 
the early insignia of specially-selected SS adjutants 
assigned personally to I filler and, as such, was worn by 
Rudolf Hess io 1929. 

[ The Lcben-Runc 

The Lebon-ttunc- ur Life Rune symbolized life and was 
adopted by the SS Lebensborn Society, which ran 
maternity homes. It likew ise featured on SS documents 
and graves tn show dale of birth. 

J The Toten-Rune 

The Toten-Rune or Death Rune represented death, and 
was used on documents and graves to show date of 
death, 

K The Tyr-Rune 

Tin: Tyr-Rune, also known ns Ihe Kanipf-Kuncur Buttle 
Rune, was the pagan Germanic sign of Tyr, the God of 
War, and was symbolic of leadership in battle. It was 
commonly used "by the SS as a grave marker, replacing 
the Christian cross, and a Tyr-Rune worn on the upper 
left arm indicated graduation from the SA 
Reichsfuhrerschule, which trained SS officers uniil 
1934 It was later the specialist badge of the SS re¬ 
cruiting and training department. 

l.Thp Heilszeichen 

The Hqilszeichen or Prosperity Symbols represented 
success and good fortune, and appeared on the SS 
Death’s I lead Ring. 

M The Hngnll-Kune 

The Hagall-Rune stood for the unshakable faith im 
Nazi philosophy* which was expected of all SS mem¬ 
bers. It featured on numerous ceremonial accouter¬ 
ments. particularly those used at weddings. 

N The Octal-Rune 

The Odal-Rune symbolized kinship and family und the 
bringing together of people of similar blood, It was the 
badge of the SS Race and Settlement Department. 


































The Traditional Uniform 


The earliest Nazis ware norma] civilian clothing find 
were distinguished only by their Crudely hand-made 
Kampfbinde^ or swastika arm bund*, worn on the left 
upper arm. With the advent of the paramilitary BA in 
1921, howev er, it became necessary to evolve ni uniform 
specifically for its members, At Eirst, their dress lacked 
any consistency und was characteristically Freikorps in 
style, generally taking the form of field-gray army sur¬ 
plus double breasted windcheater jackets, waist bolts 
with cross-straps, gray trousers, trench boots, 
mountain caps and steel helmets. Many SA men simply 
retained the uniforms they had worn during World War 
I, stripped of badges. The swastika armband was the 
only constant feature, sometimes henring a metal 
numeral or emblem tu indicate unit identity, mid 0 
metal 'pip' oreloth stripe# to denote rank. In 3923, mem¬ 
bers ef the Btnb&WAfhe and Stosslrupp Adolf Hitlor 
wore similar garb with the addition of a Prussian' 
pattern death's head on the cap. usually surmounted by 
the Rfk.hskokitnIi\ a circular metal cockade in the Im¬ 
perial colors of black, white and red- After the failure of 
the Munich Putsch and the banning of the SA and 
Stosstrupp, the mem continued to wear their old uni¬ 
forms of the clandestine 'Frnntbanne, lidding a steel 
helmet badge to the center of I be swastika armband. 

At the end of 1924, Gerhard Rossbacb, a former SA 
officer, acquired a bargain lot of surplus derma ti Array 
tropical brown shirts in Austria. These items were, in 
reality; not shirts at all but blouses with collars and 
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pockets which were worn over un ordinary collarless 
shtri. When the NKDAP arid SA were reremeLituled 
du ring the spn ng nf 3 9^5, H it ler k i tted h is men out wi t h 
ihse readily available shirts and had ties, breeches 
and kepis made to match. Bn by chance circuUintancett 
rather than design,, brown become the adopted color of 
tile BA and the Nazi party in general. 

When the SS was formed in April of the same year, Its 
members toe were issued with brown shirts. To dis¬ 
tinguish them from the SA, however, they retained 
their death's heads and wore black kepis, black ties, 
block breeches and black borders to the swastika arm- 
band. By the end of 1925 the brown shirt with black 
accouterments was firmly established as the so-called 
■traditional uniform'of the SB. The vast majority ufBB 
men who were also members of the NBLM1 j wore the 
Nazi parly budgu on their lies. 

On 9 November 199b, the rapidly expanding BA in¬ 
troduced collar patches or Kragennpitgef to indicate 
unit and rank, replacing the bodies and stripe* former¬ 
ly worn on the armband. The right patch Iwe unit 
numerals and the left patch a system of rank pips, bars 
and oak leaves, in August 1929, the SS fallowed suit 
With a si mpl i fled series of black and silver patches. Un¬ 
like their complex and multi-colored BA counterparts, 
SS unit patches did not indicate Bturmbann or Sturm 
identity, which was instead shown on narrow black 
bands known us cufifthles worn on (lie lower left sleeve. 
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THE ALLGEMEINE-SS 
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Within every Fuss-iitandyrte, each Sturmbann was 
assigned a color which bordered the upper and lower 
ed ges of i he cuff ti1 le. The prescribed Si uith ban n col ors 
were: 

Sturm burn I - Groan 

Sturm burr IJ - Hark Blue 

Slurmbarm III - Hcd 

Slurmbann IV i Reserve "> Light Blue 

The number and, if appropriate, honor name of the 
wearers Sturm appeared embroidered in gray or silver 
thread an the title - Thus a member of the ind Sturm, l&t 
Sturmbann. ‘list SS Fuss-Standu.ru> would wear a 
preen-bordered cuff title bearing the numeralin con¬ 
junction with the number '■II' on hi* right collar patch. 
A mun in the ILlh Sturm 'Adolf Hah', 3rd Stm-mbamn, 
:10th SS Fuss-Standurte would sport a red-edged cuff 
title with the legend 'll Adolf Hob', and regimental; 
numeral '30’ on the right collar paUcb. All members of 
Allgenieine-SS cavalry units Had ye I low-edged cuff 
titles while those of Signal* and pioneer formations hud 
t hei r t it ktt bordered i n brow n and hi ark, respect ively. A 
relatively small number of cufT titles bore Etonian 
numeral* or designations relating to staff or specialist 
appointments. 

I tyring the autumn of 19J9. u :#mall sharp- winged 
eagle and. swastika budge, or Hvfl Of tSdtiei ehf«. was in¬ 
troduced for wear On tbeSA and SS kepi in place of the 
Reichskrjknrde. SS bandsmen * uniforms were further 
modi lied by the addition of black-and-white military- 
style ‘swallow S nesSts" warn nit the shoulder. 

At the end of 1931. the SS adopted the mol to, Maine 
Ehre heissl Trout 4 ('My Honor is Loyalty 1 ! following a 
well -publicised open letter from Hitler to Kurt Daluege 
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after the cn 11 apse oft he northern SA revolt, declaring in 
his praise: "SS Mann, deine Ebre heiust Treue". Almost 
immediately, a belt buckle incorporating the motto into 
its design was commissioned and produced by (he Over- 
hoff firm cd Ludenschcid to replace the SA buckle hith¬ 
erto worn by all members of ihe SS The new belt buckle 
was circular for officers and rectangular for other 
ranks, and continued in wear unchanged until 1945. 

hi May 1933, shoulder straps nr Achapfntiickp were de¬ 
vised for wear on the right shoulder only. Those straps 
were adornmenla in he used m conjunction with the col¬ 
lar insignia already in Existence and indicated rank 
level i.e. enlisted man or HCO r junior officer or inter¬ 
mediate officer etc. i rather Hutu actual rank 
In February 1934 r a silver Honor Chevron for the Old 
Guard <EhiVMeittkel fits A/fe Ktimpfer I was authorised 
for wear on the upper right arm hy all members of the 
SS who had joined the SS, NSflAPor any of the other 
party -sifli I i ated nrga n izations prior i o 30 J anuary I9;kl. 
The Honor Chevron come to bp regarded as the badge of 
the- die-hard 1 Nazi, even although an 18-year-old SS re¬ 
cruit in 1939 would have been entitled to wear it had lie 
been a 10-year-old Hitler Youth in 1931. qualification 
was later extended even further to include former mem¬ 
bers of the police or u rifted force* who fulfilled certain 
conditions and transferred into theSS 
The traditional brown shirt uniform of the SS there¬ 
fore developed a I moat continually over 11 years and in¬ 
corporated many additions or alterations at specific 
time*. These can be of great assistance in dating period 
photographs. With the advent of the black uniform, the 
traditional uniform was gradually phased out and it 
was not generally worn after 1934, except on special 
ceremonial occasions by members of the SS Old Guard 



okxt: The Har-dr C&JsrfOfi #(tt» 
GwChiad was aruOu'.vO w|h 
tsjrck . p>jry-&'«n »id white 
borders, lor we Jr *ri SS, pO^Hf 
sumruer urtfonm. D proudly 
berrto on a^ery pOM>to* occasion 
t>r Ml09£ 4N|lll|Kl -0 UW1 ll. Mid WJU 
priftMPted tpgpthar wnrih a 
ceriiiWiaiih 


















i fff fillijf'rfinifif-^S mart's 
S-chirnriLlie, e_ 1535 . 

» WOh*. A SirttrClICffl -51 caps 5hQA«*g 
the chr^hipmmt of£§ hnrMfgp-.n'' 
From tan “DngtTt; AuitianiAimy- 

р. ill rrn khp< djrling from 13?3; 
blucA 33 k#pi ni 'odLO.^J n 132 5, 

ktpi -jSed Fro^ri 1529; 
p**ts«1 Ctn> it. 19GC-. 

frOH-i ft/rtl di*l«rtlJs wcMil (□ 
ackrujwl&age spfciaUM Hr lb 
Sigru^y memlM»Sliip or 5e1«jCed S3 
dofwlmih'its Fr-pm l?N |o frjht. top 
Up bdHtjen: Irartspcm «GQ. fn*f*C8l 

mtShrij 1 , rnrrwrf, bu.Srtings. 
.icJmii-irt.lfilor, ,k*vjwwv{> 

с. rfciir cavalry mart, Rapa and 
SeltlnniMit Q filet*. FDwrprtn>g ana 

Tij r.r.q Dif cnl. annw»r Nee, 
signitaf 


The Black uniform 

A major change toSS uniform was made in 1032. in re¬ 
sponse to a government demand lhat the SA and SS 
-hiiuki adopt a more 'respectable' outfit as a condition of 
the lifting of a ban on political uniforms. On 7 July a 
black tun ic and pea ked cap, ha rk i ng back to the ga rb of 
the Imperial Leib-Hutsaren, were introduced for the SS, 
replacing the brown shirt and kepi. These items were 
made available first to officers, then lower ranks, and 
were worn side-by-side with the traditional Uni form 
during 1933 while all members were being kitted out. 

The new SS uniform was designed by SS-Qberfubrer 
Prof, Dr. Karl Diebitsdv The Uinic comprised a 
standard four-pwkel niilimry-siyle jacket, the lower 


two pockets being of the slanted ‘slash' type, with a four- 
button front. There were two belt hooks at the sides and 
two false buttons at the rear to support the leather 
waist belt- Insignia was the same as lhat devised for the 
traditional uniform, and the tunic waa worn uver u 
plain brown shin. The new SS peaked caps were again 
military in appearance, silver-piped for generals and 
white-piped for others, with velvet hands and silver cap 
cords for officers, and cloth bonds and leather chin 
straps for lower ranks. As with the kepi. 0 1929-pattern 
eagle was worn above a Prussiun-style death's head on 
the cap. Several minor variants of the black uniform 
were produced during 3933, but the whole outfit was 
formalized by mid-1934 when the new SS-utyle Toten- 
kopf with lower jaw was introduced. 





During the remainederof the 1930s, the black service 
uniform was developed as the SS organization 
expanded. Greatcoats were produced aod a series of 
specks list arm d iu monds or Arm?!route dev i sad for wea r 
cm the lower left sleeve. On 21 June 1936, a new and 
larger SS metal cap eagle replaced the old 1929 pattern, 
and white shirts were authorized for wear Under the 
black tunic on ceremonial! occasions. For evening func¬ 
tions such as parties., dances and so on there were black 
mess jackets for officers and white ‘monkey suits' for 
waiters, all sporting full SS insignia. Finally, as from 
27 Juno 1939, officers were provided with an all-white 
version of the service uniform for walking out during 
the summer period, officially defined P3 running frnm 1 
April to J9 September each year- 
Fult-lime SS men were regularly issued with items of 
uniform Find equipment, So far as part-time ns we re con¬ 
cerned, however, all uniform articles had to be pur- 
ch&scd by the SS members themselves at their own eit- 
ponse. The folio wing small selection of prices is taken 
from the extensive Allgemeine-SS Price List of January 
J038, and gives a general idea of the cost of items: 


Item Price in Reichsmarks 

Black service tunic 34,30 

Black breeches 13,00 

B lack overcoat 45,40 

Peaked cap for lower ranks 4.90 

Pea ked cap for officers 7.50 

Peaked cap for generals 7.80 

Brown ahirt 5.50 

Pair marching hootH 23.70 

1933-pattern dagger 7.10 

1936 chained dagger 12,15 

Boll buckle for lower ranks 0,50 

Bel t buckle for officers 1.25 

Shou ider st rap 0,33 

Collar patch 0,60 

Swastika armband 0.80 

Co ET title 0.75 

Honor Chevron of the Old Go &rd 0.10 

Eagle for peaked cap 0.25 

Death's head for peaked cap 0.1Q 

Vehicle pennant 1.20 


















The gradual introduction of the gm v service uniform, 
combined with the sudden reduction in the number of 
active part-time Allgomeine-SS men because of en¬ 
hanced con script ton ut the outbreak of war, led to a sur¬ 
plus of black uniforms building up in SS stores after 
1939. Most of these were ultimately stripped of insignia 
and shipped out for use by native police auxiliaries in 
the east and the Germanic-SS in the west. Conse¬ 
quently. very few black Allgemeine-SS tunics survived 
the war with their original German insignia intact. 
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The Gray Uniform 

In 1938 the Allgeniome-SS introduced a very elegant 
pale gray uniform for its full-time staff. thus bringing 
the whole SS organization into tine with the general 
war footing of the other uniformed services. The new- 
out fit was identical in style to the black uniform, hat 
bore an SS-pattern shoulder strap on the left shoulder 
os well as one on the right and replaced the swastika 
armband with a cloth version uf the SS eagle. The idea 
was to give the appear;met- of a military rulher thuu 
political uniform, thus lending some authority to per¬ 
manent Allgcmeine-SSoLTu-ors who were, by the nature 
of their employment, exempt front service in the Wehr- 
machl. 

The gray unifornt was issued first to headquarters 
personnel and thereafter to others qualified to wear it. 
During the war. it was gradually superseded by the 
Waffen-SS field-gray version, particularly favored by 
those stationed in the occupied territories. The 40,000 
or so active part-time members of the Allgeineinu-SS, 
who were almost exclusively engaged in reserve occu¬ 
pations. were never issued with gray outfits and SO con¬ 
tinued to wear the black uniform while on duty in Ger¬ 
many. However, by 1943 that most impressive of all SS 
uniforms, which had been such a status symbol in the 
prewar days, had become an object of derision since its 
wearers were increasingly thought of as shirking mili¬ 
tary service. 




























SS REGALIA 
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Ranks and Titles 

Although the SiS became one of the most complex: of oil 
the INaai paramilitary organizations, its rank structure 
remained relatively stable and underwent few major 
alterations, The definitive SSronk system, dating from 
April 194 2 and lasting until (be end of the war. was as 
lb] lows: 

M a arise h after) nOther Hanks) 

SS-Bewerljfr - Candidate 

SS-Anwyrter - Cadet 

SS-Mann iSS-Schui/x* for WafTer-SS* - Private 
SS-Obem.-buti:L' ) WafTun-SSi - Private 
{after 6 months’ service) 

SS-Sturmmann - Lance Corporal 
SS-Rottenfbhrer - Senior Lance Corporal 

Unterfilhrer (NCGs) 

SS-Unterscharfljhrer - Corporal 
SS-Scharfilhrer -Sergeant 
SS-Cberscharfiiihrer - Staff Sergeant 
SS-11 aw ptscha rfu b rer - Sercea nt-Major 
SS-StumuscharfUbrer Waffen-SSt - Company 
Sergeiinl-Major 

■ In the VViifTan-SS, men holding nny of the above five 
UttLerfUhrer ranks could be appointed to serve as their 
unit's SS-Stabsscharfubrer or Duty NCO. who fulfilled 
various administrative, disciplinary and reporting 
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functions. Thu? fttabssrha rfi ibrer was qiRluiainNi 'tfar 
Spiesuf; nr "the spear', a traditional term doting hack In 
pikemen nf the Middle Arps, rind wnre two distinctive 
bands of aluminum Tresap $HAunii Chi■ cuffs.I 

Unierc Ftlhrar (Junf or/Company Officers) 
SiS-Unt*rslurmruhrer - 2nd Lieutenant 
SS-OberetiLrmfiihrer - Lieutenant 
SS-HauptslurmfLihrcr Captain 

M it t It re FO h rer i.1 n term etl ia te F i el d Officers) 

SS-Sturmbamfilhrer - Major 
SS-Qber&t umtbann Full rer - I J«u tenanl-Colonel 
SS-StandattenfuHrer - Colonel 
SS-Oberfiihrer - Senior Colonel 

Hithcre Ftihrer {Senior'General Officers) 

SS-liriRydefulirer - Brigadier-General 
SS-Gruppanfiihrcr - Major-Gc acral 
SS-ObeigTiippenfuli rer - Lieutenant-General 
SS-Oberst^Gruppenfuhrer - General 

iAll WafTen-SS generals were awarded their corres¬ 
ponding army rank titles in 194ft, e.g, ‘SS-Ohergrup- 
penfuhrer und General der WafTpn-SS'. From 15)43, as 
part of the flS-Pol ice assimilation process, police 
generals were allowed to incorporate 'Waffen-SS' into 
lheir titles, e.g. 'SS-ObergTUppenfuhrer und General 
der WafTcn-SS und. FaLizei . The same all-embracing 


titles were extended in 1944 to the HSSPfs ■ HOheru S£- 
und Polij.oifuhrer' 1 . Himmler’s nominees who were 
technically responsible for nil AlIgemeillv-fiS, Waffen- 
SS and police formations based in (heir territories,I 
Himmler retained his overall authority as Heichs- 
fuhrer-SS, As with the SA r NSKK. HJ and all other 
NSDAf formations. Hitler himself was ultimately 
Commander-in-Chief of tile SS and held the personal 
title of Der Oberste Fuhrer derSchutzstaffelV 
Allgemetne-SS ranks took precedence over those of 
the WalTem-SS and police in official SS correspondence, 
Al Igemeine^SS officers and NCOs who joined the Waf- 
len-SS during the war retained their AtlRumeine-SS 
ranks and had them automatically upgraded if they 
were promoted to higher Levels in the Waffen-SSr 
ItVji ffen-SS officer cand i dates or Full rerbewerber i FB p 
had to servo as NCOs before being commissioned., 
During an l ft-month period., the officer cadet or Full rer- 
anwurter I FA' rose through the grades of 3S-Junker fc 
SK-SU-mdartunjunker and SS-Standartenoberjunker. 
which equated to SS-tJnterscharfuhrer. .SS-Schai'- 
liihrer and SS-Hauptscharfiihrer respectively. Reserve 
officers who intended to serve only for the duration of 
the war were known as KFB. UFA, SS-Junkerder Re¬ 
serve and so on, A similar scheme existed for potential 
N'COs Civilian specialists such a A interpreters and doc¬ 
tors employed by the WatTen-SS were known a&Sohder- 
fuhrer or Fachfuhrer, and were distinguished by 'Si or 
1 F after Lhoir ranks. 



































Daggers 

!he SM dagger, nr 'fhtm sf^n/cA", was iniroducfd withil-! 
SA cnunlerparl nn IS Dpcemlvpr 1933 Ft!nr-k .'and silver 
i n color, it bore t he BS mnt[ n on t ho hindp, ;i nd ni nos an rl 
.'in eagle on the grip, it* general design was based on 
that nf n seventeenth-century Gprnun hunting knife 
known a* the 'Holbein'. which had a representation of 
Holbein's painting Thv Dance af Death nn its .scabbard. 
Worn by all ranks of [ho Altgemeine-SK with service 
and walking-olit dress, the SS dagger was presented to 
its owner only at the special 9 November ceremony 
when he graduated from SS-An warier to SK-Marm. It 
was not issued at any other time, or on masse like the 
daggers of the more plehian fiA. Each S3 member paid 
t he fu 11 cost of h is dagger, usuaI ly in sinal l i nstal men (a, 
prior to its presentation. 

In February 1634 the private purchase nr 'trading-in" 
ofSS daggers nn the open market was forbidden. There¬ 
after. daggers could only be ordered from mami- 
facliirens through SB headquarters, for issue via the 
three main KS uniform distribution centers al Munich. 
Dresden and Berlin. Moreover, it was made ;t disciplin- 
arv offense for nil SB mart to dispose of or lose his dag¬ 
ger. on the grounds t ha t it wa.s el symbol of hisoffLCe. In 
that way. it was assured that no unauthorised, person 
could buy or otherwise acquire Ein SS dagger. As of £5 
January 193,1, members dismissed from the SS bad to 
surrender their daggers, even though they were 
personal property paid f«r by their own means. In cases 
of voluntary resignation or normal retirement, how¬ 


ever, daggers could bo ru Lai nod. and the person in 
question was given a certificate stating that bo was en- 
tiiled to possess it. 

Only the finest makers of edged weapons wore- 
contracted (o produce the 3 933 .pattern SS (tagger. 
These included Bilker & Co,, Carl Eickhom, Gottlieb 
Tlnmmesfnhr, Bichnrd Herder, Jacobs & Co., Robert 
Klnns. Ernst Pack & Sohne. nnd C Bertram Reinhardt. 
Tftpearliest pieces from the 1633-35 period featured the 
maker's trademark nn the blade, a dark blue-black ano- 
dvzud Kleel scEihluird, and nickel-silver fitting-* with the 
rrtissgimrd reverse stamped T, 'll 1 , nr J 11 r lo denote that 
the dagger had passed inspection at the main SS 
uniform-distribution center responsible for issuing it. 
via. Munich, Dresden or Berlin, respectively. During 
193*3-37. makers' marks were replaced by R7.M code 
numhers te.g. R^M M 7/6*5 for Kick horn 3, scabbards 
began tn be finished with hi Lick paint, and the stamped 
i aspect inn n u mere Is we re d i sconti n tied as the RZ M had 
hy then entirely taken over ihe regulation of quality 
control. Finally, from 1S3H. nickel-silver gave way to 
cheaper plated steel for the mounts and aluminum for 
the grip eagle. Yet. despite the lowering standard of 
materials used, a high-quality appearance was always 
maintained Eind the daggers were consistent, in their 
fine finish. In September 1940. due to national econo¬ 
mies. the 1933-pat turn dagger wan withdrawn from pro¬ 
duction fur the duration of the war. 

The SS dagger Was suspended eiI an angle from a 
single leather strap until November 193d, when I hmm- 
ler Introduced a vertical hanger for wear with service 
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dress during crowd control. However, the vortical 
hanger, while more stable, was too reminiscent of the 
humble bayonet frog, and in I93l> the single strap was 
reintroduced for both the walking-out und service uni¬ 
forms. Thereafter, the vertical hanger was restricted to 
use on route marches and military exercises. 

A more ornate SS dagger, to bu worn only by officers 
and by these Old Guard NCOs and other ranks who hud 
joined the organization prior to 30 January 1933, was 
introduced by Himmler ort 21 June 193-6, Generally 
known as the chained dagger'. i l Ms very si mil nr tO lhe 
1933 pattern but was suspended by means of linked 
octagonal plates, ornately embossed with death's beads 
and SS runes, and featured a control scabbard mount 
decorated with swastikas- During the l9v3i>-37 period 
these chains and fitting, which wore designed by Karl 
Diebitsch, were made from nickel-silver. Later 
examples were in nickel-plated steel with slightly 
smaller, less ova I-shaped skulls. Chained daggers bore 
no makers' marks and it is likely that only one firm, 
probably Carl Lick horn, which featured the chained 
dagger in its sales catalog, was contracted to produce 
them Each chained dagger had to Ik- privately pur¬ 
chased through .'iS headquarters 

In the spring of 1940, SS-Obergroppenfuhrer Frit* 

Wcilzfl suggested to Himmler that nr army-type dag¬ 
ger should be introduced for wear exclusively by officer* 
of the WalTen-SS, who had performed so well in the 
open tn g st ages of t he wa r but were proven t ed by regul n- 
lians fmm wearing the Allgertteirie-SS dagger with 
their field-gray uniform. However, Himmler rejected 
the idea out of bund. It was not until If) February 1943, 
during the preparations fur the SS assault on Kharkov, 
that WafTen-SS officers were finally permitted to wear 
the chained dagger with their field-gray walking-out 
dress. As a concession to their military status, they 
were also given the right to use un army-pattern porle- 


pee knot, tied about the grip and crossguard in a new 
and unique SS style. Four months later, wear of the 
chained dagger and knot with field-gray uniform was 
extended to officers of the security police and SD, and 
thus the latter became the only branch of tha Allge- 
meine-SS whose members were permitted to sport dag¬ 
ger knots. 

IVoduction of the chained dagger had to be disconti¬ 
nued at the end of 1943 Ik-cullsc of material shortages, 
find its wear Was subsequently forbidden for the dura¬ 
tion of the war. 

In addition to the standard 1933-pattern und 1936- 
paltem SS doggers, several special presentation 
variants were also produced. The find of these was the 
so-called Eiohm .SS Honor Dagger, 9900 of which were 
distributed in February 1934 by SA Slabschef Ernst 
Rohm to members of the SS Old Guard. It took the form 
of u basic 1933-pul tern dagger with the addition of the 
dedication Tn hurzlicber Ktimeradschaft, Ernst Rohm" 
i L ln heartfelt comradeship, Ernst Rohm' i etched on the 
reverse side of the blade. Following the Night of the 
Long Krtivas, 290 similar daggers etched In herzlieher 
KLimcrndsehaft. H Himmler , were presented by the 
Heichsfuhrer to SS personnel who bad participated in 
the bloody purge oft ho 3 A, A very ornate and expensive 
SS honor dagger, with oak leaf-decorated crossguards, 
leather-covered scabbard and damascu* steel blade, 
was mslill!led by Himmler in 1936 for award to high- 
ranking officers in recognition nf special achievement. 
When one was presented to the N^jlJAP Treasurer 
Franz: Xaver Schwarz, who was also an .SH-GlKT^t- 
Grtippetlfuhrer nnd second only to Himmler on the 33 
seniority list, he responded hy secretly commissirming 
the Eiekhom firm to produce an even more elaborate 
example, w ith fittings and chain hanger in solid silver, 
which he then gave to the Roichsfuhrer as a birthday 
present. 
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Swords 

During the 1933-36 era. SS officers and NCOs engaged 
in ceremonial duties were permitted to wear el Variety of 
privately-punchELscd army-pattern sabers, often with 
silver rather than regulation gilt fittings. In 1936, how¬ 
ever, at the same time as the introduction of the chained 
dagger, a series of standardised swords in the classic 
st raight-l.il tided ’Dcgen' style was created specifically 
for members of the H.3 and police, emphasizing the close 
relationship between the two organizations. There 
were minor differences between degen for officers and 
those fnr NCOs, while SS swords featured runes on the 
grip, and police examples the police eagle. Personnel 
attached la SS Reilerstandartcn retained the tradi¬ 
tional curved saber for use cm horseback. 

S3 NCOs could readily purchase their swords, via 
local units, from the 33 administrative department in 
Berlin, The officer’s sword, on the other hand, tvhich 
was referred to as the Ehrtndcgcn de* Reicksftiftr- 
rrx.$S< or Reichsfuhrer's Sword of Honor, was given an 
elevated status and could not be worn automatically by 
every SS officer, It was bestowed by Himmler only upon 
selected Allgememe-SSoommanderuand all graduate* 



















nf the Waflen-SS Junkenichulen at Rad Tdilz and 
Braunschweig. Each presentation of the Ehrendegen 
wos accompanied by a citation in which the Reichs- 
fikhrer instructed the recipient: "l award you the SS 
sword, Never draw it without reason, or sheathe it with¬ 
out honor!' I’lch verteihe limen den Dcgen der SS, Zie¬ 
hen Sie Lhn niemalsohne Not! Sleeken Sie ihn niema \s 
ein olnie Ehrd'l However, despite Himmlers dramatic 
exhortations, the sword never became a cull weapon to 
the same extent as the revered SS dagger. Manufacture 
ceased on 25 January 1941 for the duration of the war, 
and SS officers commissioned after that dote frequentLy 
reverted to the old practice of carrying army sabers. 

Still mare exclusive were the so-called Gehurtotagn- 
degen or birthday swords, given by Himmler to SS 
generals and other leading Nazi personalities us birth¬ 


day presents. They Were made to order by Germany's 
master swords mi Lh. Paul Muller, who was director nf 
the SS damascus school at Dachau. The fichu rihlags- 
degen featured hallmarked silver fittings and blades of 
the finest damascus steel with exquisitely raised and 
gilded personal dedications from Himmler. The sword 
given to von Ribbenlrop on his birthday in 1939, fur 
example, bore the golden legend Meiciem lie ben Joa¬ 
chim von Ribbentrop mm 30.4,39 H. Himmler, 
Reichsfjhrer’SS' To my dear friend Joachim von Rib- 
hentrop on 'M April 1939 - H Himmler, Heichsfuhrer- 
SS'isd between two swastikas. Hitler received a simi¬ 
lar weapon, the blade inscription of which read, in good 
times and bad, wd will always remain steadfast', 
thereby extolling the virtues and loyalty of the SS, and 
binding its member directly to him. 
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The SS Dealh's Head Ring 


Ons nf the mrist nhscuret yet mast potent «f all SS uni¬ 
form accouterments was the Ta ten k tipfn n dvr SS, or 
SS Death's Head Ring, instituted by Himmler un 10 
April 1934. The Totenkopfring was not classed as a 
national decoration as it was in the gift of the Reichs- 
fiilirer. However, it ranked as a senior award within the 
SS brotherhood, recognising the wearer's personal 
achievement, devotion to duty, and loyally to the 
Fiihrer and his ideals. 

The concept and runic form of the l ing was undoubt¬ 
edly adopted by Himmler from pagan German my the]- 
which related how Thor possessed a pare; silver 
on which people could Lake oaths 'much as Chris¬ 
tians swear on Lhc Biblel. and how binding treaties 
were carved in runes on Wotan's spear, The Death’s 
Ring comprised a massive band of ookleaves 
deeply embossed with a Totenkopf and a number of 
symbolic runes. Each piece was cast and hand-finished 
by specialty commissioned jeweleri working for the 
firm of Otto Gahr in Munich, and was finely engraved 
inside the band with the letters 'S-llf (the abbreviation 
’Seinem Iteben 1, nr, roughly, To Dear'l followed by 
the recipient's surname, the date of presentation and a 
facsimile of Himmler’s signature. 

Initially, the weighty silver ring Was reserved 
primarily for those Old Guard veteran & with SS mem¬ 
bership numbers below 5000 but qualifications for the 
award were gradually extended until, by 1939, vir¬ 
tually all officers with over three years’service were eli¬ 
gible. Award of the ring could be postponed if the pros¬ 
pective holder had been punished lor contravention of 
the SS discipline code, Each ring was presented with a 
citation which read: 


'I award you theSS Death's Head King. The ring symbolizes 
our loyalty tu the Fubi'er, our * readfa.il obedience and our 
lirudu-duKKi and comradeship The Death's Head reminds us 
that ne should be ready at any tune to lay down our lives for 
the good of the Germanic people. The runes diametrically 
opposite the Death's Head are symbols from our past ai' the 
prosperity which wewill restore through National Social ism 
The two Sig-ftunes stand for the name of our SS. The swas¬ 
tika and the Hagai! Rune represent our unshakable faith in 
the ultimate victory of our philosophy The ring is wreathed 
in auk, the traditional German leaf. The Death's Head King 
cannot be bought or sold and must never fall into llw hands of 
those not entitled to wear it, When you leave the SS, or when 
you die. the ring mus?t be returned to the Reichsf&hrer'SS- 
The u nnUlh&rited acquisition of duplicates uf the ring Is fur, 
hu'ide']] and punishable by law. Wear the ring with honor” 

H HIMMLER 


The ring, which was to be worn Only On the ring finger 
of the I aft ha ml, was ben turn'd On sat SS promotion 
dates. All awards were recorded in the D i casta I tons¬ 
ils te, or Officers' Seniority List, and the personnel files 
of the holders. All ring-holders who were demoted, sus¬ 
pended ur dismis-sed from the SS, or who resigned or re¬ 
tired. had to return their rings and citations to the SS 
Personalhauptamt. Those later accepted back into the 
organization would again qualify for the ring. When a 
serving ring-holder died, his relatives could retain his 






















citation as a keepsake, hut had to return his ring to the 
SB PerstinalhauplEtmt which a rra rifted, for its preser¬ 
vation in Himmler's castle at We welshing in perma¬ 
nent cum mcmoruliun of the Haider. Similarly, if a ring- 
holder fighting with. the Wehrmachl &r WafTan-SS was 
ki3ted in action, his ring had to be retrieved from the 
body by members of hi* unit and returned by the unit 
commander to the SB Personal ha upturn t for preser¬ 
vation. In effect, the returned rings of dead SB men con¬ 
stituted military memorials and were cared for as such 
at Wewelsbu rg's e ver-grow i n g Sehrein ties /nhabers des 
TotenMopfringes or Shrine to Holders of the Death's 
Head Ring. 


The Death's Hoad Ring became so sought-after an 
Sum nr that ninny SS nnd police men not entitled to wear 
it Had a variety of unofficial 'skull rings' produced in 
gold and silver by local jewelers and even eoTiceTitrn- 
lion-camp inmateft. However, these lacked any runic 
eymhotiiM and were nit her vulgar representations of 
the real thing. 

On 17 October 1944, the Reichsfuhrer-SS canceled 
further manufacture and presentation of the Tbten- 
kopfring for the duration of the war. In the spring nf 
194 b. cm Himmlers orders, all the rings which had been 
kept in the shrine were blast-sealed into a muuntain- 
stde near Wewelshurg, to prevent their capture Hy the 
Allies. To this day. they have never been found. 

Between 1934 and 1944, around 14,31X1 rings were 
awarded. As at 1 January 19*5, according to official SB 
statistics, 64 percent oft hose had been returned on the 
deaths of their holders li.e. those rings to he hyried at 
Wewelsburgl, 10 per cent had been lust nn the battle- 
field, and 36 per cent were either still in thei- possession 
of ring holders or otherwise unaccounted fnr. That 
would mean that, in theory, about rings might 

have been in circulation bit the end of the war. The 
history of the SS Death's Head Ring indicutes the grav¬ 
ity with which the SB treated their regalia. 

Flags and Banners 

from 4 July 1926, the SB had the distinction of keeping 
the most revered Hug in the Third Reich, the Blutfahne y 
or Blood Banner, which had been carried at the head, of 
the Nazi Old Guard during the Munich Putsch when 
they were fired upon by the police. IL was spattered with 
the gore of those shot during the encounter and was 
thereafter considered to be something ofa holy relic. SB 
man Jakob Grimminger of the Munich SB detachment, 
a veteran of the World War I GbLllipoli Campaign and 
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participant in the W12 "Battle of Coburg' when (lie BA 
had routed the local Communists, was accorded the 
honor of being appointed the first official bearer of the 
Blood Banner and he retained that position throughout 
his career. The last public appearance of the Rlutfahne 
was at the funeral of Adolf Wagner, Gauleiter of 
Munich-Upper Bavaria, in April 1944. By that time, 
Grimminger had attained the rank of SS-Standarten- 
Fuhrer, his association with the mystical flag having 
assured him a steady succession of promotions. 

Every Allgemeine-SS Standarte was represented by 
a banner or Feldxeidien, which was itself known as the 
regimental ’Standarte 1 , Somewhat reminiscent of the 
ancient Roman vexillum banner, it took the form of a 
wooden pole surmoun ted by a metal eagle and wreathed 
swastika, below which was a black and silver boxed 
nameplate hearing the title or area of the SS Slandarte 
on the front and the initials 'NSDAP' on the back From 
the box was suspentknl a red silk flag with a black static 
SwUstska on a white circle. The motto "Deutschland 


Erwaehe' I "Germ any Awake’ \ was embroidered in bul¬ 
lion OH the obverse, with "Nut. Soz. Deutsche Arbeiter- 
partei Sturmabteilung' on the reverse. The whole 
item was finished olT withu bluek/while red fringe and 
tassels. Apart from the black name box, the SS Feld- 
zeichen was identical to that of the SA. 

When an SS unit achieved roughly regimental pro¬ 
portions. it was awarded a Keldzeichen in a mass 
pseudc-religtous ceremony which took plate each Sep¬ 
tember as part of the annual NSDAK celebration b at 
Ntimberg. During the proceedings. Hitler would pre¬ 
sent many new standards to regimental commanders 
and touch them with the Riutfahne which Grimminger 
was carrying alongside, so linking in spirit the most re¬ 
cent SS members with the martyrs of the Munich 
Putsch 

SS Reilerstandartcri carried similar but distinctive 
Kcldwicheri which had the ‘Deutschland Erwache' dag 
hanging from n wooden bar fixed at right angles to the 
standard pole. In place of the name box, these cavalry 
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standards featured a black patch, or Fahiu-naptegei, on 
the flag doth. bearing ertrased lances and the unit de¬ 
signation in silver. 

Each SS Sturmbonn was represented by a Siurrit- 
ba nnfa ft rap nr butta! ion flag, wh ich Look t he form of a red 
ground with a large black mobile swastika on el white 
circular fluid, with black and silver twisted card edging;. 
In the upper left corner, or canton, a black Fahnens- 
picgel was embroidered in silver thread with the 
Sturm ban n and Standarte numbers in Roman and 
Arabic numerals respectively. The majority of these SS 
flnga were made by the firm of Fahnen-HolFmann, 
Berlin. 

SS standard-hearers initially wore a heart-shaped 
SA style mctol gorget or Korn at,, dating from 1920. 
upon which was affixed a gilded □ ighl-poinLed sunburst, 
surmounted by a facsimile of the centerpiece of the SA 
IjcIl buckle. In 1938, u new and Unique SSpatlem 
standard-bearer's gorget appeared, crescent-shaped 
and featuring a targe eagle and swastika and a suspen¬ 


sion chain decorated with runes and death's heads. SS 
flag-bearers also wore a massive bandolier in black, 
with silver brocade edging. 

Command flags, or Kommandnflaggcn, in the shape 
Of rigid pennants on flag pules, were carried as unit 
markers at large parades or, in smaller versions, were 
flown front the fenders of staff cars and other official 
vehicles. They were square, rectangular or triangular 
in form depending upon designation, and were made of 
hi nek-and-white waterproof cloth with, rustproof silver 
thread. Command flags, we re usual ly covered in a trans¬ 
parent Celluloid casing during inclement weather. 
Each SS headquarters was required to keep on hand one 
official vehicle flag and one command pennant for the 
Reichsfuhrcr- SS, fn r use i n t he even L cf a' flyi n g visit by 
Himmler. Other Kommandoflaggcn included those for 
the heads of the SS Hauptiimter, SS Oberabschnitte 
and Abochal it Le com ma riders. t he leaders of Sty ndu rten. 
ReitersLamlarlen, iiturmbanne, SS stores and Inspecto¬ 
rates, and senior Sponsoring Members, 






























When Hitler assumed the Chancellorship, he felt that 
he could not en t i rely rely on the I rad it i ona I Rekhaweh r 
guards appointed hy the State to protect him Con- 
seqyent]y, Hp quickly issued instruct ions for the forma¬ 
tion nf ei new full-time nrmed SK uni I whose sole func¬ 
tion would bo to escort him at all times, whether in 
Berlin or on his official journeys lhroLighoi.it Germany 
Al the Party Day Rally in September l^W. the detach¬ 
ment wag officially mimed the Leibstandarte-Si-i ‘ Adoll 
Hitler' or LAH. which may best be translated as the 
'Adolf Hitler' Life Guards, invoking memories of the 
Bavarian royal bodyguard regiments. Under Sepp 
Dietrich, the Leibstandartecame to be in exclusive pro¬ 
minence around Hitler, its men serving not only as his 
guards hui also as his adjutants, drivers, servants and 
waiters 

At the same time ;is the infant Leibstandarte was 
being nurtured, other small groups, of armed SS men 
were set up all over Germany to be at the disposal of 
local Nazi leader-. As a genera I rule, each SH Absrhnitt 
recruited its own KaxernriTte Hunderinchaft of 1(1(1 or so 
liar racked troops, and several of these w-ere amalga¬ 
mated in key areas to become company- or even batta- 
Iion-sisod Pbtitisch# Serahc/ra/Jcfi,or FE3s, political re¬ 
serve squads. Along with the Leibstundario, tho PBs 
played a significant part in the Night of the Long 
Knives, a* a result of which they were expanded, into a 
new force known as the SS-Verfugungstruppe or 
SS-VT, under Paul Huusfler. 

Meanwhile, a third armed SS formation known as the 
HWAre rbd n h o d been created specifically for the pur¬ 
pose of gua rd mg the grown ng number of concent rat ion- 
camp inmateR. Commanded by Thetrfw Eickc.thLs for¬ 
mation grow to incorporate five battalions w-hlch in 
March 19(16 were named the KS-Totenknpfvevhande -or 
SK-TV iSS Death’s Head Units ! because nf their dis- 
t i net i VO col laf pa tches. Th:tt su me month, t he Lcibstan - 
dorte played a leading role in Hitlers first move out¬ 
wards when it provided the advance guard in the 
rweeupation of the Rhineland. 
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During the rest of the prowar period, the armed S3 
developed under the di ruction of innovative officers who 
favored the tactics of assault detachments, shock troops 
and mobile battle groups. Soon even the Wehrmathfs 
eyebrows rose as S3 troops or maneuvers covered 
almost two mile* in 20 minutes in full buttle order. By 
September IS-i^S, the Leibstandarte hud expanded to in= 
elude three motorized infantry bulla linns and ancillary 
units, while the S5-VT comprised the 'Deutschland', 
“Germaniu" and "Dor Puhrcr' Sumdarten with artillery 
supporL. The Deaths Head Units were even more 
numerous, with five Tblenkopfstandurten and a Home 
Guard bulla I ion, the so-called SS~Heiniwchr, in l>un- 
m. 

So why hud there been such u rapid militarization of 
large sections of the S3? The reason was a simple one 
The SS was, primarily a civil police force which Hitler 
hoped would eventually maintain order rot only in Or. 
many but throughout Nazi-occupied Europe. To do so, 
however, it would first have to will its spurs on the 
battlefield. It would tw- necessary for the SS and police, 
in their own closed units, to prove themBcIvea ut the 
front and make blood sacrifices, to the same degree as 

























tiny other branch of the armed forces Only then on Id 
the SSpop&e&a the authority necessary for its future rale 
in the New Order. 

The I^eihstandarte, Deutschland’, ’Germania' and 
the SS-Heimwehr Don/ig all participated actively m 
the conquest of Poland At the end nf IH^9, the term 
J Waffen-SS' began to he used when referring to the 
armed SS format inns, which llausser successfully 
argued needed tn he organised into full rlivisions to 
operate efficiently. Within a few months the three 
SS-VT regiments had ljeon merged into the first, full SS 
division, the KS-Vcrfugungsdi vision or SS-V, and the 
SS-Toton k o pfistnn da r te ti united to become the IdS- 
Totenkopf- Division or SS-T. A third combal division, 
the so-called Poll zei- Division, was created almost over¬ 
night by a moss transfer of uniformed police personnel 
into the Waffen-SS. The BlitKkriegacross Holland. Bel¬ 
gium and Prance during May-June 1&40 established 
beyond doubt the fighting reputation nf the Wnffen-SS. 
with sis of their number winning the coveted Knight's 
Cross. 

Germany's success in western Europe opened up a 
new reservoir of pro-Nazi foreigners whom iht! Wehr- 
mnchl had no authority to conscript, They were re¬ 
cruited into a new WafTen-SS division named 'VViking’. 
under Felix Steiner, at Lhe end of 1940. In April 1941. 
the LeibstandarLe and SS-V, the latter having been 
awarded the title SS-Division 1 Reich \ raced through 
Yugoslavia and Greece, 
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At dawn nn 22 .June 19-tl r Hitler ordered his forces 
into Ru*-n:i to bog in the epic eon El Lot of ideologies which 
became a wax of ex termi nat ion and changed forever the 
hitherto generally chivalrous character of the Wuf- 
fen-SS. 'Reich' was heavily engaged til Minsk. Smo¬ 
lensk and Borodino, where Hatl&sor lost arc eye. and the 
d i v isi on ca me wi t h in a few k il omeu-rs of Moscow it 11 he 
end of the year. The force of the Russian counter- 
offensive during the harsh winter of 1941-42 stunned 
t he Germans L ma ny of w r hom fou nd 1 hemsel ves cut off i n 
isolated 'pockets', the most notable being that at Dem- 
jansk which contained sis divisions,, including "Toten- 
kopf. 

During 1942, the SS divisions were refitted with a 
strong tank component. In May. ‘Reich’ was renamed 
'Das Reich' arid in September the SS-Kavallerie- 
Division wo-H activated for onli-partisan duties behind 
the lines-. December saw the formal inn of two com¬ 
pletely new WnfFcn-SS divisions, Hoheasluiifcn' and 
‘Frundaberg, by which lime SS Iruops in l lie field num¬ 
bered around 200,000. 

The Soviet offensive of December 19-12 proved dis¬ 
astrous for the Germans. The Sixth Army was des¬ 
troyed at Stalingrad and other Germ an forces in the 
Caucasus also faced the grim possibility of encircle¬ 
ment. However, the Russian thrust had become dange¬ 
rously over-extended and in March 1943 an SS-Panrcer- 
Korps comprising the l^eihslandarte, 'Das Reich’ and 
TotenkopT took Kharkov, n prestige target For the 
first time, a substantial body nf WntTen-SS trnops 
fought together under theirown generals and the result 
was a resounding victory . To Hitler, who was bumming 































increasingly disillusioned with army failure*, it was 
proof of the fighting capabilities of the WalTen-SS, In 
July. the SS-P^niior-Kurps played its part In the IIKih^ 
armored baLde* a round Kursk and again fought Well, 
despite being weakened by the removal of the l>eibs(.an- 
darte which was transferred to Italy to bolster German 
forces there. The position on the eastern front under¬ 
went a drastic deterioration when the Soviets launched 
an offensive across the Ukraine at the end of the year. 
The Wiking division was trapped in the Korsun-Cher¬ 
kassy pocket in a scone reminiscent of Sin I mgr ad., while 
the Leibstandarte and elements of 'Das Reich’ wore en¬ 
circled at Kanienets Podolsky and had to be rescued by 
Flohenstuufen’ and F'rundsbefg’. Wom down mid ■ex¬ 
hausted,. the Waffen-SS formations were now increas¬ 
ingly unable to stern the advancing Russian tide. 

In the spring «f LJM4 the battered SS divisions were 
sent westwards and refitted in preparation for the ex¬ 
pected A ngh> A mericn n in vasion. Throughout Ju ly „ t he 
Leibsiandarte, ‘Das Reich \ ’Hohenstaufen’. "Frunds- 
berg' and the recently mustered Hitlcrrugend' and 
'Gotz von Berliohingen’ divisions struggled ceaselessly 
to contain the Allies in their beachhead, hut were over¬ 
taken hy sheer weight of numbers. Simultaneously, the 
Red Army struck again in the east and ripped the Ger¬ 
man lilies apart 'Wiking' and Totenkopf repulsed the 
Soviet attack on Warsaw during August, while in the 
Balkans the backbone of the German defense was pro¬ 
vided by "Prim Eugen", ‘Handschur’ and other nomi¬ 
nally second-grade SS formations which had been with¬ 
drawn from their usual anti-partisan duties. 
Increasingly, while ordinary German soldi&rs were pre¬ 
pared to surrender, it was left 10 the Waffert-SS to light 
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on, In September the Hriti^h airborne landing at Arn¬ 
hem was defeated by ‘H-nhenstauf-en' and 'Erundaherg'. 
This victory, and the general slowing down oft be Allied 
advance across France, persuaded Hiller to launch a 
major offensive through the Ardennes, spearheaded by 
Dietrich s Sixth SS-Panzer Army, in an attempt, to re¬ 
pent the successes of 1940. However, the hilly and 
wooded terrain naturally favored defensive action and 
the German advance ground to a halt. With a virtual 
stalemate in the weal. Hitler pulled his d i v isiurts out 
and sent them eastwards, whore the situation had once 
more became desperate. 

At the beginning of 1945, the Soviets swept aero** 
Poland, Even *o. Hitler* main concern was to safe- 
guard the tenuous hold he stilt maintained over the 
Hungarian oilfields. The SS cavalry divisions T'loria-n 
frewr and 'Ainno Theresa' were besieged in Budapest, 
and Tolenkopf and “W iking' failed m efforts to relieve 
them The deployment of Sixth SS-Panzer Army re¬ 
inforced by the ‘Reichsfuhrer-SS' division was the last 
gamble, and it came Lc nothing. The failure of the Wnf- 
fen-SS in Hungary had a devastating effect on Hiller, 
who had come to expect the impossible from them, and 
he openly accused Dittrich and his subordinates of 
betrayal, Nevertheless, SS troops carried on lighting as 
loyally as ever as they slowly retreated into Germany, 
bowed under the weight of superior Allied numbers and 
equipment. During the last week in April, a battle 
group of hand-core WaflTemSS engaged in a life and 
death struggle to defend the Fuhrerbunker. By that 
time, most S3 units had accepted the reality of the 
situation and were pushing westwards to surrender Bo 
the British and Americans. 

k is estimated that some 180.QGO WalTun-SS soldiers 
were killed in adiun during World War II, with about 
400,000 wounded and a further 79.000 listed 'missing'. 















These figures an? put, into their true perspective when it 
is considered that the entire British army, navy and air 
force combined suffered a total of 270,000 fata] casual¬ 
ties between 1910 and 19-15,. and US louses were 
300,000. ESy the closing stages of the war, SS soldiers 
were normally in their late teens, and the average age 
of a Waffen-SS junior officer was 20. with a life ex¬ 
pectancy of two months at the front 
The loyalty and determination of the Waffen-SS 
he lied the fact that the greater part of its strength, over 
57 percent, ultimately comprised nnmGerman 
nationals Large rumhersofpro-Germans, anti-Bolshe¬ 
viks, members of local pseudo-Nazi political parties, ad- 
venturers and simple opportunists spread right acmsa 
Occupied Europe were only 100 eager tt> throw in their 
Lot with the winning side. Flemings. DutchmEtn, 
Italians, Walloons, Norwegians, Danes, Frenchmen, 
Latvians. Ukrainians. Rumanians, Estonians, Croats 
and many others, including even a few British, enlisted 
in the WaJTen-SS, often in their own units with their 
own distinctive insignia The westerners generally per- 
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Formed well, but those from the east were poor at best, 
and at worst a complete rabble, Their loyalty w r as 
always in question and Himmler regarded them pimply 
as racially Inferior cannon-fodder. whose only other 
saving grace was their propaganda value. 

As the war progressed, the vast majority of WaF- 
fen-SS uniform clothing was being manufactured ‘in 
house" at concentration -camps and prisons many of 
which had fully equipped tailoring workshops or Be¬ 


lt I eidungswerke. Their products bore the stomp 
SS-E1W followed by a ende number allocated to the par¬ 
ticular establishment concerned, on example being 'SS- 
E-SV-G-U453-0058' which related to Dachau. Eiy 1944-45. 
however, shortages of raw materials had created such a 
crisis in the uniform industry 1 that even the conceit tril¬ 
lion camps could not meet the dot lung needs of the 
Walten-SS. The result was that newly recruited front¬ 
line BS soldiers ended up wearing captured uniform#, 
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pmrt icul 13 rly ] Izi lia n i tv ms taken after I he 1 u I t of M UinsO- 
tini. Older veterans tended to retain their better- 
quality early-Issue tunics, caps and boots for tw tong as 
possible, often until they quite literally fell apart. The 
uniforms and insignia of the Wnffien-SS were distinct 
from those of the AllgemeineSS. and car now be 
covered in some detail. 

Headgear 

The (standard headgear of the armed Sis format Lons con¬ 
tinually evolved from 1933 until the end of World War 
EI „ w i th c very yea r setin g eit her a new pattern being i n ■ 
traduced, on existing style being modified, or an out¬ 
dated item being withdrawn, In March 1933 members of 
the SSStabswache Berlin, (he forerunner of the Leih- 
standarte. were issued v.-ith heavyweight 1916- and 
IBIS-mode! ex-army steel helmets, hand-painted nr 
sprayed black, for wear when on guard duty. These 
pi ai n Stahl he! me. w hi eh d id not boa r a ny SS insign la at 
that time, were the first distinguishing items of head- 
gear to he sported by the armed units. 

During the summer of 1933. field caps identical in cut 
to those of the Imperial German army were distributed 
for wear during training and fatigues Known a* 'A'rafir- 



chtrn’ or ‘sc Hitchers' because of their rough texture, 
these hi rich doth cops were of the peek lege ’pork pie' 
type, circular in -cut with white piping. They here a 
metal 1929-pat tern eagle and swastika above a Prus¬ 
sian Totcftkopf and featured a waterproof rust-brawn 
fabric interior with a thin leather sweat hand. 

Early in 1934, the ftetchstetigtrieistereitierNSDAP or 
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IfZVt, the Nazi party's contracts office, plaited an order 
for the supply of new SS helmet* to replace the 1916 38 
models which were considered unnecessarily heavy for 
the armed 5S, whose main role was then one of internal 
security rather than open warfare The R3JM-pattern 
helmet was made of light chromium steel allay, wps 
marginally less angular in shape and had »n improved 
liner. There were two inspection marks die-comped 
into the neck of the helmet, SS runes an the* left side, 
and the R/M ^ymhol on the right The \\ 7 , M lie I net was 
popular, hut was suited only tn p.'ir.'ide and guard duty 
and was nnl widely distributed. On 23 February the 
same year, special insignia was introduced for wear cm 
all SS steel helmets, band-pa in tod at first and then in 
decal farm. The Leibstandartc was authorized to use 
white S5 runes cm a black shield * soon replaced by black 
JiS runes on a silver shield i on the right side of the hel¬ 
met. and an army-pattern shield bearing the national 
colors of black, whi le a nd red in di agonal bars on the 1 efl 
side. Troops of the PBs, and their sumsunm in the 
SS-VT. wore white-bordered black runes within a white 
double circle on the right side of the Stahl he] in, and a 
white-bordered hi nek swastika on the left side. Thai 
December, SS helmets began to tie painted in so-called 
'earth-gray \ u gray-brown shade, for military 
maneuvers,and an Other-ranks' held cap in mi identical 
color was introduced to replace the 'Kratachen' The 
19-H-pattern cap was again intended for drill use only 
and was shaped like an upturned boat, lienee its nidt- 
nu ine 'S?h if Jc/ncn ‘ oi" I i 111 e shi p'. I (s des ign was based on 
the army forage cap first issued about the same time, 
with a scalloped front and side panels which could be 
lowered to protect the wearer's ears in cold weather. 
The lirst 'ScbilTchen* were issued with a muchilte- 
embroidered version of the 1929-paUvrtl eagle on llic 
left side and o plain white metal button to the front. 
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Sttun after Us introduction. however, the plain button 
was changed to one featuring an embossed 193*1-pattern 
SS death's bead 

Iti March 1935, troops of the SS-Wpch verba nde were 
authorized lo wear a lnrp« .silver-painted Prussian 
Totenkopf on the left side of the steel helmet. lo dis¬ 
tinguish them from the Uibstundartc and SS-YT. This 
i nsi en i a was short -li ved though, for on 3 2 A ugwsl 1935 a 
new set of standardized helmet badges was introduced 
fqr all SS units, iti replace those previously warn. The 
new insignia, designed by Prof. Hans Haas, comprised 
black SS runes on a silver shield 10 be worn on the right 
side of t he hr Linet. and a red sh ield ben ri n g a whi Le d Lsk 
cooluining u black swastika to he worn on the left side. 
Tlie original order decreed that these badges were to be 
painted ail, but it was soon announced that they would 
be available in decal form- They were applied to all SS 
helmets in time for the NSDAP rally that September 
Towards the end of the year, an cu rib-gray version ol 
the black SS peaked cap was introduced for officers of 
the I^ihsinndnrte and SS-YT. to be worn op all occa¬ 
sions when o steel helmet was not required. The new 
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Schirmmiitze coincided with distribution of the new, 
lighter-model army steel helmet, with shallow neck 
guard, less protruding visor and simplified ventilation 
holes, Nevertheless, the old traditional 1916/18 model* 
still continued to be worn for some considerable lime, 
particularly by officers, 

On 31 March 1936, the other-rank s' field cap began to 
lx b manufactured in a black version far wear with the 
black service uniform when walking out. and in earth- 
brown for SS-TV personnel no duty within concentra¬ 
tion camps. Insignia remained the same, although thu 
embroidered 1929 -paLtern eagle was replaced by thu 
distinctive SS type Liter in Live year. In 1937 [hero wuS u 
general distribution of a new field-gray conihal uniform 
to all branches uf the armed SS, with consequent 
changes in headgear. The earth-gray and earth-brown 
Sch ilTehen were replaced by a ubiquitous field-gray ver¬ 
sion. and the officers peaked cap also began to be made 
with a field-gray top. 

On 25 February 1936. a new field cap was created for 
NCQs. It was, similar in appearance to the Schirm- 
mutze, with a lie Id-gray top, black cloth band and white 
piping, bul the peak was made from the same cloth us 
tbe Lop uf the cup and there was no chinslrup or stif¬ 
fener. It could he folded for storage it] the breadbug or 
rucksack, hence its nickname ‘the crusher. Many 
NCOs who later became officers continued to Wear this 
popular cap throughout the war, and some individual* 


hired private tailors to make Variants of it with leather 
peaks, velvet bands nnd silk linings. 

In 1939, a less elaborate version of the field-gray 
peaked cap was authorised for wear by NCOs in the 
vicinity of their barracks, It was only after the black 
uniform had ceased to be worn a* wa]king-out dress 
that other ranks were issued with, or allowed to pur¬ 
chase, the field-gray peaked cap for walking out, That 
June, officers were per mi tied to buy a non-regulation 
white-topped Seh trm in Litze for wear with the new sum¬ 
mer uniform. 

Thu outbreak of war in September 1939 witnessed the 
first li.su by sume neur-uchekin SS units uf tbe so-called 
Edelxtaiilhi'Irn . which was manufactured from a thin- 
guuge steel and hud previously been issued only to 
police and fire fighters, Stun afterwards, following 
army practice, an inverted chevron or soutache of 
braided piping in the appropriate branch of service 
color began to be worn on the front of the other ranks' 
field cup. above the death’s head button which was 
[hereafter painted field-gray. Armed SS officers still 
had no regulation field cap of their own, and during the 
first few months of thu war many of them, purchased the 
1936-model army officers forage cap and replaced or 
covered [he national cockade witb either a metal SS 
death’s head Or a small silver one removed frum an 
army panzer collar patch. This obvious shortcoming in 
Si* headgear was remedied in December 1939, however. 










when a rvew field cap was authorized specifically fur 
Waflfen-SS afficers It was again boat-shaped. but did 
nnt have a walloped front, and (he side panels were 
gently sloping in [he style of the Luftwaffe Fbcgcr- 
mii/if The top of the Flap was piped in aluminum cord 
and insignia consisted of the &S eagle and Totenkopf 
machine-woven in aluminum wire on a black ground A 
WafTenfarbe soutache was worn over the death's head 

On 21 March 3940, the gaudy black, white and red 
swastika ducal Was ordered removed from SS steel hel¬ 
mets for the duration of the war, for camouflage 
reasons. That October, the other ranks' 1934-pattern 
field cap was replaced by & new style SchifFchen identi¬ 
cal in cut Ui the officer's version Ic became known os the 
Fvldmtitee neuer Art or "new-modeI field cap’, and 
featured a machine-woven eagle and death's head on 
the front of the cap instead of the deaths head button 
and side eagle. December saw the issue of a Bergmtltie 
□r mountain cap to the fledgling Waffen-SS alpine 
units. 

In February 1941, the manufacture and retailing of 
SS peaked caps was freed from RjIM control. From then 
on. the Schirminutze could be made to individual order 


by private hatters. A variety of makers' labels could 
subsequently be found inside SS peaked caps, and these 
Were not restnctedl to German, firms, A custom -made 
'crusher cap in the author's collection, for example, 
which was produced for a I^eihstandarte officer 
stationed i.n Italy in 1943, bear-? the trademark 'Succes¬ 
sor] Fare - Milanuff^oniaTorenci Modeno'- A* a result 
of the ever-increasing difficulty in obtaining SS caps 
and insignia at the front line, many officers purchased 
army or police caps and replaced the badges with their 
own. 

In March 1941, the 1916, 1918 and RZM model steel 
helmets, and any old stocks of earth-gray cloth head- 
gear stilt m use, were ordered to be withdrawn from ser¬ 
vice. The following winter saw [he first widespread use 
of fur caps, particularly captured Russian Ushankas, by 
the WufFen-SS. An almost indescribable range of offi¬ 
cial, semi-official and unofficial winter caps quickly de¬ 
veloped. and the insignia utilized was entirely depen¬ 
dent upon what wua available at the time. Metal 
Schirmrnutiie budges, cloth FaldmUtze Insignia, sleeve 
eagles and even death s heads cut from SS-Tnienkopf- 
Division collar patches have been observed in photo¬ 



graphs. On I August 1942, the smooth inward ertraping 
of the steel helmet rim was abandoned tor economic 
reasons, giving the model 1942 helmet a sharp sil¬ 
houette. The next month, the soutache was dropped and 
no longer featured on the yehiffehen. 

By IEJ43, practical experience at the front had shown 
the Schiftchen to be almost useless in comparison to the 
Bergen utze. On 1 October, therefore, a new field cap was 
introduced to replace all its predecessors Known as the 
Einheitxfeldmtitze, or standard field cap. it Was very 
similar to the mountain cap, but had a longer peak and 
lower crown. Lai ter versions Featured only one fiber or 
plastic button at the front instead of two metal ones. In¬ 
signia was officially a woven death's head to the front 
and a woven eagle to [he left aide, but SchirmmUUe 
badges were frequently used, and the eagle often 
appeared on the front. 1 ,a|er in [he year, a one-piece tri¬ 
angular 'economy' insignia showing hath the SSeagle 
and the Totenkopf was authorized, hut it was not widely 
m;mufacturtsl or distributed. On I November 1943 the 
KS runes helmet decnl was discontinued fur the dura¬ 
tion of the war. The fez. or Tarhitwh, was also intro¬ 
duced during 1943. fur Wear instead of the field top by 
members of Moslem SS units. The fex was made from 
heavy field-gray Felt, with a dark-greets silken tassel 
and standard woven insignia. A version it) maroon was 
sometimes sported by officers when walking out or on 
parade, but may have been unofficial, Albanian Mos¬ 
lems had them own conical ft?* 

Ip 1944. Italian SS formations made widespread use 
of former Italian Army fie I d caps, peaked caps and stE'el 
helmets, with the addition of appropriate insignia, ami 
in 394b some Indian volunteers transferred from the 
Wehrmachl. wore turbans with Waften-KS uniform. 
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Field Tunics 

Members, of the first Armed SS units wore the 1932 - 
putlern black service unitonn on all occasions. It, was 
identical lo the outfit issued to the Allgemcmc-SS, but 
while it was impressive when worn nn parade or when 
walking out, it proved rot ally impractical for use in the 
held, or when performing general barrack duties. In 
order to protect the black uniform in such circum¬ 
stances, tunica and trousers manufactured frern a light¬ 
weight grny-whit? cotton drill were produced in the 
summer of 1933 . Officel-H and NCO,*- subsequently wore 
a drill jacket which was cut very much like the black 
tunic, although sometimes with concealed buttons, and 
on wh ich col lar palehe* a nd a *houlder St ra p we re worn. 
Other ranks land a less attractive, shapeless, badgeless 
tunic with a standing collar 

At the beginning of 1935 a new earth-gray uniform, 
identical in style to the black service outfit, begun to be 
distributed to soldiers of the Leib&tandarle and SS-VT 
Klllisted men's tunics had five buttons down the front 
instead of four, and could be worn dosed at the Peck. 
Since the .-Hondard SS armband with its bright colors 
was clearly unsuitable for field use, it Was replaced on 
the left arm of the earth-gray tunic by an eagle and 
swastika. In March. 1936 . an earth-brown version of the 
uniform was produced for everyday work wear by SS- 
Tolenkopfverbflnde personnel nn duly wLthin the con¬ 
fines of concentration camps. In 1937 . the earth-gray 
and earth-brown uniforms were replaced by a new 
standardized field-gray $s uniform. It was b:isc*d on 
that of the army, hut the jacket retained the typically 
SS features of slanting slash side pockets and a black- 
silver piped collar which was the same color as the rest 
of the tunic- The following year, Lhe Leibstandarte 
began to be issued with army' tunics, distinguished by 
their unpiped dark-green collars and pleated patch side 
pockets, for wpjir during training. 

At the end of 1939 , the sudden formation of the SS- 
ToLenkopl-Division Lind the Polizei-Division necessi¬ 


tated the widespread and general use ofstandard army- 
issue tunics since there were insufficient quantities of 
t he SS- style fie I d-gray u n i form Because of the ba sic di f- 
ferences in cut between the two pattern*, and Himm¬ 
ler’* desire for uniformity of dress, various contradic¬ 
tory orders were issued during the winter of 1939 - 40 . 
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instructing which outfits should be worn by officers ns 
opposed to NCOs and other ranks, when they should be 
buttoned or unbuttoned at the neck, and so tin. These 
orders were generally ignored by all concerned, and the 
result was a fair mixture of dress worn simultaneously 
within even the smallest units. In May 1940 army tun¬ 
ics bogan to muke their inevitable appearance ill the 
ranks of the SS-Verfugungsdi vision, and they soon he* 
came universal throughout the WofTen-SS. During the 
course of 1940 .their da rk-green col la rs wore phased ou i 
in favor of field-gray ones, and that August the black, 
sliver collar piping was discontinued. From ttMa. 
purely for reasons of economy, patch pix-kets were made 
without pleats and in lP4-f the lower edges aft he pocket 
Flaps were straightened. The wool content uf the 
model’1943 tunic was also drastically reduced, which 


resulted in poor thermal insulation .mil it low tensile 
strength. On 25 September 1944 an entirely new style of 
field tunic bused on the British Army battled ness blouse 
was introduced for wear by all German ground combat 
units, including members of auxiliary formations such 
as the HAD and NiSKK. A universal color called 'Foltt- 
#?noti 4A\ which was more slate-gray than field-gray, 
was devised for the new outfit in an effort m standardise 
the various military and paramilitary uniform colors 
hitherto seen on the battlefield. However, in reality, 
many different shades of ii emerged. The 19.1-1 lie Id uni¬ 
form was very unpopular, and was not issued in snll']- 
cienl quantities to change the appearance of tin? Wnf- 
fan-SS radically. 

The uniform regulations for Woflbn-SS officers dif¬ 
fered somewhat from those foe other ranks. Until 1939 
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officers in the Leibslaiulurti.' Lind SS-VT hud only out¬ 
field-gray tunic, the 'Rock', which was identical in cut in 
the black SS service tunic and was always worn open at 
the neck with a brawn shirt and black tie, At the begin¬ 
ning ofthe war, some SS officer.-, avoided the expend of 
having to buy S field blouse for combat wear by having 
their existing tunics converted, with the addition of 
Stand-arid’fall collars which could be closed at the neck. 
Others had dark-green open-necked collars fitted, even 
though that was expressly forbidden. A number ofsillli- 
lar stop-gap measures were taken until the issue of a 
general order in December 1939. which stipulated tllfil 
officers' field tunics were henceforth to be identical in 
stylo to those of other ranks. Throughout the remainder 
•of the war, WufTen-SS officers generally wore either 
privately-tailored field bloiUWS like those of their army 
colleagues, or basic-Issue tunics purchased from their 
unit stores, White summer versions were also produced, 


although these were officially prohibited in June 1940, 
and the olive-green waterproof cotton duck from cap¬ 
tured Soviet groundsheuts was often made up into light¬ 
weight unlined field tunics for bet weather use. 

While most Waffcn-Sfi units were issued with one or 
more of these uniforms, depending upon the dale of for¬ 
mation, the Italian SS alone* was not* At the end of 
19-13, SS-Obergruppenfuhror Karl Wolff, the Chief of 
the Hauplnmt Person licher Stab RISS and Supreme SS 
and Police Commander in Italy, successfully bargained 
with the army’s Quartermaster-General fi.T the supply 
of 100,000 captured Italian Army uniforms for wear by 
hi- 1 SS and police anti-partisan forces. Many of these 
items were subsequently used to kit out Clie* 24th and 
29 th Wa (fa n-SS divisions, whose members duly spurted 
a hodgepodge of Italian garb in gray-green, colonial 
khaki, and Mediterranean camouflage, with their own 
unique Italian SS insignia. 


















Camouflage Clothing 

The creation oFstandardised camouflage clothing was 
the most significant contribution oF the Waffen-SS to 
the history of military-uniform development, and had u 
profound effect on the appearance of all modern 
soldiery. In February 1937 SS-Sturrnbannfuhrtr Wih 
helm Brandt, who was a Doctor of Engineering and 
commander of the SS-VT reconnaissance battalion, 
began work on the design of camouflage clothing and 
equipment for use by his troops. His prototype camou¬ 
flage groundsheets i ZAtbnhn^n i and helmet covers 
were successfully tested by the SS-Stondorte ‘Deut¬ 
schland' in field maneuvers the following December,, 
during which it was estimated that they would reduce 
bailie casualties by 15 percent. In June 1938, patents in 
respect of these items were granted to the Keichs- 
(Vihror-SS. so that they could not be copied by the army. 
By January 1939 despite groat difficulties in obtaining 
sufficient quantities of waterproof cot ton duck, and the 
Fact that printing had to he hand-done. 8400 ground- 
sheets and 6800 helmet covers had been supplied to the 
SS-Verffigungstruppe Smocks were also distributed, 
and Hausser instructed that at least 20 oFlheseshould 
be held by each com pany for 1 he e sec lusive use nf assau 1 1 
l reaps. 

Camouflage clothing was not widely worn during the 
Polish campaign, but even so the revolutionary BS Zell- 
bflhnen and helmet covers earned high praise From 
GeneraLmujo-r Kempf, who sent samples of them to the 
Army High Command in Berlin For evaluation. By June 
1940 hand-printing had been superseded by a much 
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faster machine process which: allowed mUss production 
of 33,000 iirtiCucks for delivery to all field units of the 
WaUen-SS. Many variant styles of camouflage were 
ultimately manufactured simultaneously and issued 
indiscriminately throughout the Waflen-SS Mast gar¬ 
ments made from waterproof cotton duck were primed 
on both sides and were reversible, with one side pre¬ 
dominantly green and the other brown for use ns seaso¬ 
nal variations dictated. 

The Zeltbahn was the first item of camouflage uni¬ 
form to see widespread distrihulinin. ll was triangubr 
in shape, measuring 2£)3rm X 203cm X 24tkm, and 
could he worn ns a cape nr poncho, or huUnned together 
with three others to form a four-man tent. In fact, any 
number of ground sheets could bo combined to make 
even larger shelters. When attaching Zeltbahnc-n in 
such circumstances, care had to be taken to use Ldenti- 
cal, or at least similar, pattern groundsheets to main¬ 
tain the camouflage effect, and to that end identifying 
numbers were printed along their bases. Even when 
combining shelter quarters of different designs, ’paving 
slabs' of color were provided along the edges at regular 
i ntervs Is so that the varicus co mnuflage pattern s would 
merge tnloeoch other. In December lfM3 it was derided 
not |o issue any more gromidshoets to men on the east¬ 
ern front for ecormmy reasons, and by September 1944 
their production hod ceased completely. 
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Tha steel-helrmH cover wan; produced from segments 
of Ztdlbahn material, and consequently occasionally 
f#atUt¥d the identifying printed pattern number. It was 
designed to COhforui to the shape of the model-1935 
Stahlhelm and was attached by means of three sprire¬ 
loaded blackened steel clips ho I don by bare aluminum 
rivets, one at each side and one at the rear Covers made 
from 1941i onwards had loops sewn on to hold foliage. 

The camouflage smock was a reversible pullover gar 
meni gathered at the nock by means of an adjustable 
cord and at the wrists and waist hy elastic It had no col¬ 
lar and the first pattern had no packets, only two verti¬ 
cal openings at the front which gave the wearer access 
to his tunic underneath. During the war, various modi¬ 
fications were made to it including the adopt inn of a 
longer ‘skirt', Foliage loops -sewn in threes to the 
shoulders and upper sleeves, and the addition of two 
side pockets with buttoned Haps. However, alt smock ft 
conformed to the standard manufacturing process of 
being cut out from a long strip of Zeltbahn material, 
with a central hole for lilting over the head, They were 
sewn only up tbesides, never across the shoulders. Pro¬ 
duction ceased in January 1944. although smocks con¬ 
tinued to be worn widely until the end of the war. 

On 15 April 1942 a camouflage face mask, which had 
initially been rejected hy Hausser during prewar trials, 
was issued for use in conjunction with the helmet cover 


and smock. It comprised a series of strings fitted to an 
elasticated strop and hong like a curtain over the fuee. 
The mask was very effective when used in bushy ter¬ 
rain and was much prized bv sniper?- The following 
June, a camouflage field cap, again made from water- 
phHjf Zeltbahn material, was introduced- It wo? shaped 
like the Hurgmu t zt and wpa generally unlined nnd rt" 
vemble FfOIW December 19-42,. special insignia woven 
in green and brown artificial silk were produced for 
wear on the Cap, but were not widely adopted. 

On I March 1944 a camouflage version of the drill uni¬ 
form was introduced Ibr both field and working dress. It 
comprised a tunic and trousers in the same cut an the 
model-1943- field uniform, but made- from lightweight 
un lined herringbone twill with a standardized spotted 
or "pea 1 pattern camouflage printed Oil OTVO side only It 
COuld be warn on its own during the summer, or on lopof 
a standard field uniform in cold weather, and was de¬ 
signed to replace the mitre expensive smnek and, ulti¬ 
mately,, the normal field and drill uniforms. Only the 
eagle and swastika and Special rank badges were in¬ 
tended to be “worn Oh the left sleeve of the tunic, but 
shoulder straps and Other insignia were also nrcasion- 
ally seen. Between l November 1944 and 15 March 194,5, 
distribution of the camouflage drill uniform was sus¬ 
pended because of its intolerable losses during the 
winter months. In efTocl, it was never reissued. 
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Panzer Uniforms 

SS'VT armored troops received lheir version of the 
hlack panzer uniform in 193 ft. Its special htadgoar took 
the form of a floppy black woolen beret, or BaskenmUtze, 
fitted over an internal crash helmet, the Si'hittimulia, 
which comprised a heavily-padded liner, A large em¬ 
broidered fJS eagle and a uniquely designed Totenkupf. 
not unlike the army’s panzer death’s hetid hot with a 
lower jaw in the SS style, were sewn to the front of the 
beret, The BaskenmtiUe was discontinued in 1940 after 
proving impractical in combat. It was replaced by ej 
black version of thy SchitTchen field cap, which in turn 
was superseded by a black Einheilsfcldinutzc in 
October 19-13- The SS tank tunic, or Panzerjotkt\ was a 
short, double-breasted black jacket fastened with con¬ 
cealed buttons. It differed from its army counterpart in 
that the front was cut vertically instead of being 
slanted, the lapels were smaller, and there was no 
central seam down the back. The collar of the jacket was 
piped in silver for officers but was un piped for other 
ranks. 



In th# spri ng of 1941, a field -gray version of the panzer 
uniform was issued to members of the Leibstandarte’s 
Slurmgeschutz-Ableilung, By August 1942 this outfit 
had been distributed to other assault-gun units, and 
four month* later its wear was extended to all Walt 
fen-SS anti-tank formal ions. A lightweight panzer uni¬ 
form «n reed-green demm drill material was issued to 
crews nftankaand armored cars to be worn as a work nr 
HummiT outfit. It was instantly popular and remained 
so throughout the war. There were minor modifications 
made at Various stages, sucb as the addition of large 
patch pockets with flaps to the Loti fronL of the jacket 
and left thigh of the trouser?. 

On L6 January 1943, panzer crews received a one- 
piece combination work uniform made of camouflage 
waterproof cotton duck, identical to the material used 
in the manufacture of the smock and Zeltbahn. The* 
coverall* were usually wnm without insignia,,a!though 
shoulder straps wore occasionally sported. At the same 
time a winter combination made from two thicknesses 
of cloth, white on one side and field-gray on the other, 
was introduced and was widely worn during the buttle 
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of Kharkov, These coverall combinations were never 
very popular, simply because of the difficulty of get ting 
in and out of them. That fact, allied with the success of 
the reed-green denims and the extreme shortage of 
waterproof cotton duck, led to the decision being made 
in January 1944 to discontinue the camouflage com¬ 
bination and produce instead a Eight weight version of 
the panzer uniform in camouflage herringbone twill. It 
duty appeared two months later, at the same lime as the 
camouflage drill uniform introduced for al l other Wnf- 
fen-SS units, and it was in the same standardized 
spotted ‘pen' pattern, unlined and printed on one side 
only, The camouflage panzer uniform saw widespread 
service, particularly on the western front. On l Novem¬ 
ber distribution ceased for the duration of the winter, 
and the camouflage outfit was never reissued. 

While the clothing of WjsIToti-SK armored personnel 
remained fairly standard, there was one major initia¬ 
tive! at divisional level winch drastically altered the 
appearance of many panzer crews participating in the 
Normandy Campaign. During the autumn cfl943, the 
Lcibetandartc had been involved in disarming capit¬ 
ulated Italian armed forces and fighting partisans in 
northern Italy, In the process, the division had con- 
fi seated hu ge q uant i < ies of a bandoned Italian uni forms, 
among which were large numbers of German U-Boat 
leather jackets and trousers, originally sold hy Hitler to 
Mussolini's navy, and vast stocks of Italian Army 
camouflage material. The latter was quickly used to 
produce caps, tunics and coveralls in the German stylo, 
which were distributed to soldiers of the LeibsUindartv 


and 'Hi tie rjugend' i n franco. The U- Bout clot h i ng wen t 
almost exclusively to (he young tank crew* of 'Hitler- 
jugend', and protected many of them against serious 
bums. 

Paratroop Uniforms 

SS-Kallschirmjager-batiLillun fiOO was formed at the 
end of 1943, in the wake of Otto Skomnye much- 
va unted liberation Of the deposed Mussolini that Sep¬ 
tember, which had. relied heavily on Luftwaffe para- 
troop support Contrary to widespread belief, the KS 
paratroop battalion was not a penal unit but was com¬ 
posed entirely of volunteers It* first major action look 
place in May 1941. and involved the battalion being 
dropped hy glider right on top of Marshal Tito's vast 
partisan-headquarters complex in the mountains near 
Drvar, Yugoslavia. In the fighting which ensued, the 
unit was almost wiped out. The survivors were re¬ 
formed as SS-FuIlsehilmjiif^r-BaluilIon fiflO, under 
Skorzeny« command, and trained for a drop on 
Budapest to capture the son of the recalcitrant Hungar¬ 
ian leader. Admiral Horthy, Some SSB paratroopers 
were Eater involved in the Ardennes Offensive, and the 
remainder fought as infantry on the eastern front. It is 
safe to say that the SS paras were always thrown into 
the worst hot-spots, and the battalion was thought of as 
something of g, 'suicide squad'. 

Of all the branches of the WafTemSS, least is known 
about the clothing and equipment of the parachutists, It 
appears that [he Luftwaffe assumed responsibility not 













only for the train mg a lid transportation by a it al the SS 
paras, but also for supplying iHt*ni with specialist dress 
and (jquipmeni. Whim Skorzenv and tils small joint SS 
and ]nUft wwiTe commando force rescued Mussolini from 
has Imprisonment ut Grun Basso, they all wore regula¬ 
tion air-force iropicul clothing with full Luftwaffe iu- 
sign in. At a celebratory rally lie Id in the Berlin Sports 
Palace Minn after wards, however, the SS men reverted 
Lu their normal field "gray uniforms. 

The members of SS-Fuilsehirmjager-Batailfoiie 500 
and 600 were 1940-patteni SS Sclii(Tcheo field caps. RS 
ljelt buckles and standard Woffen-SS field-gray tunics 
with the insignia of their previous units, since there 
were no specialist SS pa rat mop budges. Thu Luftwaffe 
supplied a l I their protective clothing, which comprised: 
the normal paratTOOfJ steel helmet, with or without 
Luftwaffe decal and 'splinter'-puttem cover; the 'spliri' 
ter'-pattojn camouflage paralroop jump smock. with or 
without Luftwaffe breast eagle; blue-gray or field-gray 
para troop trousers; canvas gaiters; and ankle boots. 
One surviving photograph shows two German para¬ 
troopers wearing standard SS-issuc camouflage 
smocks, hut these are thought to be Luftwaffe Fall- 
jschirrnjagcr personnel in Italy, who would have had the 
opportunity of obtaining SS smocks from the ^Hermann 
Goring' panzer division, which was kitted out with 
them. Another unique picture illustrates art SS para¬ 
trooper apparently wearing the L peu -pattern cortiotl- 
fiagedrill tunic nnd trousers while fulfil ling an infantry 
role on the eastern front near the end of the war 

During recent years, sevemI references have been 
made to a hatch of paratroop jump smocks manufac¬ 
tured from KK 'peti'-pattern rumoullage drill material 
with the SS eagle stitched to the right breast Hiesc 
appeared in the USA during the early l9S0s with the 
story that they had been found by American troops 
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occupying the SS clothing depot at Dachau in April 
194 f> While such tales cats not be disproved, there must 
he grave doubts as to the authenticity of these items. 
For one thing, many are date-stamped T943\ a year 
early for'pea'-pnttern canim.tflogP Some stocks of‘pea'- 
pattern material survived the war. and it is now heing 
reprinted for I hr battle re-enactment fraternity, so the 
postwar creation of 'SS para smocks' would not have 
been difficult, a pnint reinforced by the sudden appear- 
ante of a pair of never-before-heard-of SS paralronp 
camouflage trousers in France in 1990. No wartime 
references to. ur photographs of, the SS paralronp 
smock exist The Ki-ciiited 'SS-Fia]Ischinmjager' cuff 
title is most certainly u postwar fantasy piece. No SS 
para cuff tiLle was approved during the Third Reich, 
and the few titles worn by some SS pEtralroops were 
those of their former units. 

Tropical Clothing 

While WpiTen-SS troops never served in North Africa, a 
few units, primarily the Le ihstondnrte. h VViking , s h Prinz 
Eugen’ and 'Relchsfuhrer-SS" saw action in the ilal- 
kuns. southern Russia and Italy, where sweltering 
summer condition* made the wearing of conventional 
uniform items very uncomfortable. However, the 
demand for hot-weather clothing was usually localized 
and temporary, so the development of a tropical uni¬ 
form for the Wafifen-SS was gradual and on something 
of an ad hoc basis. 

The first requirement for tropical clothing was voiced 
in April Jfoll. during the hastily organized invasion of 
Greece- Some members of the Leibstandaite took to 
wearing the basic SS sports kit. comprising undershirt 
and nhorts, when not engaged in combat. while others 
went bare-chested. A short-term partial solution wns 
achieved by the issue of army pith helmets:, or Tmpcn- 
heinw, but these were unpopular and were not worn in 
any great numbers. When sported by the SS. they bore 
no insignia. A number of original pith helmets survive 
featuring metal SS runieand sw^sUka shield budges in 
the same stylo as tho standard SS stool helmet decals. 
However, it is likely that those insignia are postwar 
creations, particularly since the swastika shield decal 
had been discontinued in March 1940, a year before the 
introduction: of Tropenhelme to the SS During the 
autumn of 1942. SS-Divismn Wiking' advanced deep 
into 1 he Caucasus region, and a mini Ivor of its personnel 
ware Ijuftwaffe tropica] uniforms unri Schiflchen field 
caps in light-tan cotton drill. Air-forea insignia were re¬ 
placed by SS budges, and from February 194-1 .SS rank 
chevrons in tan-brown on black were authorized for 
wear with the tropical tunic by Sturmmnnn/Rul[on¬ 
fall rer grades- At the same time, the Use of collar 
patches with tropical gear was forbidden. 

In September 1943. a wholly new and, for the first 
lime, formalized Waften-SS tropical uniform was in¬ 
troduced and distributed un an entire unit basis to the 
Sturmbrigade 'Reichsfuhrer-SS' on Corsica. The uni¬ 
form was a strange hybrid and may, in fact, have been 
made by converti ng I tul ian cloth] ng wh ich had recent ly 
been seized by the Germans. The tunic had pleated 


patch packets in the army style, was colored light tan in 
the Luftwaffe style, and featured a taped effect across 
the upper section in the Italian Suhariana stylo, the 
peaks of the ‘cape' forming the upper pocket Haps. In¬ 
signia was officially restricted to shoulder straps, 
tropical sleeve chevrons and a special tan-brown woven 
version of the SS arm eagle, but normal collar pat chest 
were also occasionally seen. The SS tropical field cap, to 
accompany the new tunic, was in the same shape as the 
&Scamouflage field cap. w ithout flap and buttons. It too 
was light tan in color and sported it tan-brow n eagle and 
death's head. Nti officer's version existed 

Photographic evidence suggests that the 1943- 
paiLum Watfon-SA tropical tunic was only ever issued 
to the Sturmbrigade ‘FtdchsfUhrer-SS 1 , and even then 
was llol worn by members of that format ion after they 
left Corsica The Sturmhrjg&de appears to have been 
dlPseli to field-test and evaluate the new tunic or an CJt- 
peri mental IjEisih. Whether it was badly reported upon, 
or whether economies and the lack nf tropical cam¬ 
paigns Elfter 1945 dictated that no inure stacks nf the 
tunic would be manufactured, is unknown. In any 
event, there is nothing to indicate that it was issued 
again. The SS tropical field cap. on the other hand, was 
widely distributed among the various units fighting in 
Italy during 194-1-45, and was a popular item of dress. 

During the Last year nf the war. members of SS units 
in Italy, Austria and the Balkans reverted to wearing a 
mixture of Wchrmacht and Italian tropics I clothing, 
Luftwaffe items were most prized, particularly (he 
tunic and Schiffehen, and the latter cnuld often he seen 
bearing SS metal badges re moved from the peaked cap 

Protective Clothing 

As early a* July 1955. the Lcibstandarte was issued 
with an earth-gray double breasted greatcoat, or AJon- 
tcL which bare coll ar pi ping and full insignia. This item 
was superseded hv a field-gray version in 1937. and with 
the military development of tb<- SS- V !' and SS-TV there 
was a tendency to follow army greatcoat fashions 
closely, which led to the gradual adoptfon of a dark- 
green collar and the ad fittc reninvaL of collar patches, 
By the Outbreak of war, the situation ns regard* great¬ 
coat insignia was fairly muddled and various orders 
were issued in on attempt to clarify the position, The 
dark-green collar was officially approved in December 
1939. only to bo canceled a few months later. Collar pip¬ 
ing for ol her ra n k« heca me obsolete i a A ugusl 194Q, and 
all surviving examples of the old earth-gray coat were 
recalled in March 1941. Officers with the rank of SS- 
Oherfuhrer and above wore permitted to wear the 
greatcoat with the lap three buttons undone, so as la ex¬ 
pose their distinctive silver-gray lapels, and from 1941 
holders of the Knight's Cross Etnri other neck award* 
Were alou allowed to do so. As the war progressed, many 
officers: countered the declining [|unlily of the issue 
Mantel by having 1 greatcoats tailor-made to their awn 
specifications. These items incorporated such refine¬ 
ment* as removable blanket linings, reinforced but¬ 
tons. extra pocket* and detachable sheepskin or fur col¬ 
lars. The result of all this was that dozens of variations 
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on the basic WafTen-SS grt-aLcMt came lw be produced, 
and worn side-by-side, many of (hem in direct contra¬ 
vention of regulations. Moreover, a massive version of 
the Mantel, called the su reoat or Obermenfel, wag de¬ 
signed to be worn on (op of the ordinary greatcoat by 
drivers of open motor vehicles or those on static sentry 
duty, and featured two vertical pockets above the waist, 
in addition to the normal side pockets. 

Officers had the option of purchasing a field-gray 
leather greatcoat, blit this item was extremely expen¬ 
sive and few subalterns could afford it. There were 
several variants, both in cut and in the use of insignia. 
As an alternative to the leather coat, many junieir 
officers and NCOs bought the much cheaper 1930 
pattern field-gray raincoat, the so'Called fiegenmanlel, 
mutlu of rubberized cotton twill with a leather-like 
appearance, Others used the regulation motorcyclist's 
coat, or KrndschuUmaniel, which was first introduced 
for army dispatch riders and eventually came to be 
widely worn by a variety of Web rmacht, WafTen-SS and 
police personnel during inclement weather. Early 
exompEes had n dark-green cloth collar, hut after 1940 
the whole coat w p as made from rubberized fabric. The 
skirt could be divided and buttoned aruuml the legs for 
ease of use on the motorcycle. 

Fol low i n g the d isast nous wi ntc r eampai gn o f 194! ■ 42, 
when no adequate warm clothing was provided for Ger- 











man soldiers fighting on the Russian front. prepnra- 
l ions were mode to design and supply appropriate uni¬ 
form items with a view In averting a similar crisis. 
Various fur, sheepskin and lamhswonl waistcoats and 
caps were issued in the short term, and snow anoraks 
originally intended fur mountain troops serving in Nor- 
way wen* diverted and shippEid east. Wherever short¬ 
ages wen? still apparent, captured Soviet winter cloth¬ 
ing was usd, augmented by civilian items collected in 
Germany. 

Throughout the WafTen-SS developed its own 
winter combat uniform, or Winter-Sontterbekfciditng, 
independent of the- army, It consisted of a heavy, fur- 
lined parka-type edet in a waterproof cement-grey 
}*aka rd i 31 -L', w ]th male h i ng Overt to use* rs. WHe»o snow lay 
On the ground, an undyud whilt cotton handed smock 
and trousers were issued. Those were designed to be 
worn uri tup of the parka a ltd uverLmusers and were 
readily Washable. At the end uf the year, u padded re- 
versibU parka in a waterproof rayon, white on one side 
and tan or reed-green on the other, was distributed for 
use as a windcheater. 

The definitive? Wafien-MS winter uniform did not 
enter service until IfM-'Md. and comprised a hood,, 
jacket, trousers and mittens, all made from two layers 
of wind proof material with a wool-rayon interlining- 


iTie whole outfit was reversible, being while on one side 
and ftS autumn camouflage on the other, and was de¬ 
signer! to he worn over the normal field uniform. The 
white side tended in get filthy very quickly, which 
defeated ics purpose, so troops were ordered la wear the 
u n i form with t he ca moo flage side out u n I ess | hey we re 
actually fighting in snow-covened terrain, (hiring 3944, 
a small number of similar garments were made utilis¬ 
ing stocks of captured. Italian camouflage material. 
Some of lhose Wore reversible and others wen* lined in 
fur or sheepskin, 

'The production of fur-lined items for the WnffenSS 
was generally undertaken by the S-S Eastern, Industries 
Ltd . or Ostinduslrie GmbH, which used local Jewish 
labor to manufacture uniforms and equipment from 
property and raw materia is spired by the Germans*. 
Winter clothing was a specialty of the SS-Beklridungs- 
werke in the Lublin area of Poland, primarily at |hi? 
Ptinisilowa and Trawniki work camps. Fur garments re¬ 
moved from concentralian-cnmp inmates throughout 
the Reich Were ordered to he collected and forwarded to 
Lublin for reprocessing. It is a sad fact [hilt many 
Wa fien-SS so Iditrs tin k now i n gly wore w in t er uni forms 
lined with foK-fiira and stoles taken from old women 
who had died at Auschwitz, Majdanck, ftobitwr and 
TreHlinka, 
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Insignia Production 

While the majority of wartime Waffeti'SS uniforms 
wore made by SS factories, the? insignia attached to 
them aIway# tended to he manufactured hy long- 
established private companies. That arrangement 
necessitated strict standardization and quality control, 
the administration of which was entrusted to the 
Roich&^-ugmeitttorei or RZiM, u body which had been set 
up as early ns 3 April 1929 to supervise thu production 
and pricing of all Nazi parly uniform items. The basic 
fu net j o ns of t lie KXM were to see t hut N SD A i 3 cant met a 
went to Aryan firms anti (o ensure that Final products 
were of a high standard yet priced to suit the pocket of 
the average party member. Lt also acted as a ‘clearing 
house" between manufacturers on the one hand, nnd 
wholesalers and retailers on ihe other, On hi March 
I9iin. contract numbers were introduced and awarded 
to every HZ M-approved company. and after that date 
RZM numbers replaced makers marks on all N'SDaP 
accouterments. 5u the buttons, belt hooks, etc, of the 
Allgenieme-Sii, which iilwuys remained Lin organ of the 
Nazi party, consistently featured RXM marks. Those of 
lhe WaJFen-SS, however, which wje. in effect a State 
arm during the war, very seldom did WafFen-SS in¬ 
signia fell into several disi inct categories, according to 
manufacture. Each of these will now he: described in 
turn. 

Mutul budges such ps eagles and death’s heads for (he 
peaked cap, Tatenknpf buttons For the 10^4-pattern 
livid cap, shnulder-KlrEip ciphers and rank pips were 
made in a variety of materials, dependent primarily 


upon date of production. The most common combina¬ 
tions Were us follows: 

1933-36: plated brass or plated lornbpkbronzy: 

IfUJO-4fi: copper-plated aluminum with a surface wash 

or ban? aluminum; 

1939-4S: painted or pluted steel: 
t9+2 4B: plated or painted zinc; 

1944-45: hare line. 

In general terms the quality of metals used declined as 
the war progressed, but despite that, a good standard of 
overall finish and appearance was always maintained. 
Early to mid-war examples were usually crisply die- 
*truck. With hoIliJW hacks bearing two or three Hal 
prong* or round pi ns for attachment purposes. The re- 
verse ofthese items tended to feature a mirror image of 
the obverse design. Late-war badges were often cast, 
with smooth concave hacks. 

Cap eagles and death's heads, which were common to 
both the Allgemeine-SS and Waffan-SS, normally bore 
RZM marks, either individually stamped onto the 
badge reverse nr embossed into 1 1 as part of the die- 
striking or casting process. Typical examples were 
"R2M ML'52’ iDcschler & Sohn of Munich, and 'RZM 
Ml/167’ I Augustin Ilieko of Tyssu twi nodenbachl. 
During the war, the format of RZM codes used on metal 
S3 insignia changed, deleting the "Ml" prolix and 
adding a year sulTis, e.g. KZM 499/41'. No list of these 
Intercedes i* known to have survived, nnd so they have 
never been deciphered. 

The earl iest S3 doth badges wore hand-embroidered. 
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Cind this form of insignia. was worn by soldiers of the 

armedSSduring the 19&3-35 period. Hand-embroidery 
could be in white or silver-gray cotton thread, fine alu- 
m inu m wi re or heavy si I ver bullion, with the loiter two 
styles normally being reserved for officers-1lowever. in 
September 1934 non-commissioned and enlisted ranks 
of the Lcibst and arte and SS-VT were also authorized m 
wear aluminum wire insignia with the black uniform, 
to set them apart from their colleagues in the Allge- 
meine-SS. No two hand-embroidered badc^ 
identical, since they were individually made. The em¬ 
broidery wa> usually don* 1 over cardboard templates, 
which comprised. thin cutouts of the relevant designs 
arid which could vary slightly from OftC maker to an¬ 
other. Once the actual embroidery was completed, a 
p-jjper or cloth backing was glued onto the reverse of 
each piece tu prevent fraying. Bodge companies 
gene cully employed women to do this work, or formed it 
out to local seamstresses on a cottage-industry basis. 

In 1936, when the RZM had become effectively 
organized under Reiohszeugrneioter Richard Buchner, 
machine-embroidered insigma began to be produced 
a nd Wide I y d i Sir i by E ed lor wea r by SS en I ist ed men and 
NCO&, This form of embroidery was cheap and quick lu 
ejtecule. and generally utilixed whLte or siIver-gray cot¬ 
ton thread on a black-woven badgeclotli base. The 
thickness of the embroidery depended upon how 1 be in¬ 
dividual manufacturers machine was adjusted. but it 
usually had a Lightly-formed and raised appearance. 
The only exception was the flat chain-stitch embroidery 
which was sometimes employed on shoulder-strap 
badges. The producers of machine-embroidered insig¬ 
nia were normally fairly substantial firms, as only they 
could afford the expensive equipment involved in the 


manufacturing process .Such rompnni.es, were rigidly 
controlled hy the RKAf, and their products had in carry 
labels bearing the relevant contract numbers.. In addi¬ 
tion to the standard RZH paper lags used by all NSD AP 
formations, a system of small black-and-white woven 
Labels was da vised specifically fur items, hutch boro 
the RXM symbol and SS runes together with the 
maker's contract, number and year date, an example 
be inu 'RZM 21/36 fiS'. Where a firm was engaged only i n 
embroidery work, the letters “St", denoting 'Stfiiterer’ or 
’embroiderer', were incorporated into the- label, for 
example 'KZM St 459/36 SS'. It was not uncommon for 
two such labels to he attached to a single badge, particu¬ 
larly a cuff title, if two separate firms were involved in 
its manufacture due to subcontracting. One label would 
refer to the maker of the hacking and the ether to the 
embroiderer, and because cf this, maebine- 
qmbroidercd insignia has come to be known as the 
‘RZJl-Gtylt by collectors. 

Mac bine-woven badges were produced from 1939. 
using artificial silk and either cotton or line aluminum 
wirt. They bad a very flat appearance and. the manufac¬ 
turing process, which could produce hundreds of identi¬ 
cal insignia run niff on a single continuous strip of 
ribbon-like material, allowed for the incorporation of 
very fine detail into the design, The principal producer 
of these badges was the Wuppertal-Barmen firm of 
Ffondfabrik Bwatd Vorsteher, whose trademark 
REVO has comp to he used when referring in all 
machine-woven insignia. 

The use of silk-screen printing in the manufacture of 
certain WafTen-SS badges was introduced in E944 but 
was primarily restricted to foreign volunteer shields, 
war-auxiliary armbands and the special rank insignia 
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[hr camouflage rlaihing. Cheup prud uct i on cost* were 
more than outweighed by the poor quality of the 
finished urticte, ;«id printed budges were very umpopu- 
hir. 

The procedures governing (he approval and manufac¬ 
ture of Wiifl'en-SS insignia were very complicated. 
Various BE departments, particularly the SS Huupt- 
Linit, the SS Fiihrungahauptamt, the SS Wirtschofts- 
und Varwallungshauptamtand the Hauptamt Person - 
I idler Stall NfSS would often he involved. Once a design 
had been approved by Itimmler. it would puss to the SS- 
WVHA which would in turn authorize the RZM to sup¬ 
ply the required quantity. The RZ.M then placed a 
contract with one of its approved firms and the finished 
budges were delivered to one of (lie SS clothing depots, 
usually Dachau. from where they would he supplied to 
the unit concerned. 

By September 1944, pressures nn the RZM had de¬ 
veloped tos.uch an extent that il was forced to terminate 
its involvement in the supply of insignia to the 
Waffen-SS. The follow ing December it announced that 
Waffen-SS eagles, death's heads, collar patches, 
shoulder strops and cuff titles could henceforth be 
manufactured, without a contract, for direct sale to 
authorized wholesalers and retailors for the duration of 
the war. By that Stage, no less than 24 firms were pro¬ 
ducing cloth insignia for the WalTcn-SS These com¬ 
panies arc listed below: 

tiebrudor Auor hammer, Weieeenburg: Albrecht 
Bender. Weisaenburg; Max Dijrfel. Fibenstock;. 
Lothur von Drodc-n & Co.. Wuppertal-Klherfeld: 
Oskar Frank, Eibonsloek, Geissler & Hast. Ansbaeh;, 
August Gobels Sohne. Gross-Schonau: E. Gunther. 
Eibenstock. Hensel & Schuhmann, Berlin: 1-3 1 mer¬ 
le itner, Brunnncker & Co. Weisaenhurg: E. Kohler. 
Annabel^: Kruse & Boh no, Wiipperlal-Burmen:Sig¬ 
mund Jjendvay, Vienna: Lucas & Vorsteher. 
Wuppertal-Barmen;, F. Mullet, Rossbach; R„ 
Nitzsche. Eibenstock; J. F. Rieletler, Heiltironn. 
Julius Riess, Erfurt: Frans Rutmefiihrt, Branden¬ 
burg: Hermann Sell muck & Cn, Weissenburg; Thiele 
& Steinert, Freiberg; Trollsch & Hanselmann, 
Berlin. Ewaid Vorsteher. Wuppertal-Barmen; Ferdi¬ 
nand Winter, Treuchtlingen. 

Waffenfarbe 

During the Third Reich, certain colors were employed 
in the design of military, paramilitary and civil Uni¬ 
forms and accouterments as a methodical mean6of uiltt 
identification. These colors uppeured on tunic facings, 
cap piping, armbands and eo on and were known os 
branch of service colors or 1 WV.r/7t 1 tlgGUiiftg\fii Wvn' f 
normally referred to in the abbreviated form Wafj/en- 
fatbe. 

Before the outbreak of World War II, all armed SS 
piping was white, silver or black/si Ivor twist, like that 
of the Allgemeine-SS However, in December 1939. due 
lo the increasing militarization of the Wuffen-SK and 
its new-found associations with Wuhrmucht forces, 
shoulder straps piped in army WafTenfarbc were in¬ 


troduced A few officers also began lo equip themselves 
with Waffen fa rite-piped [leaked caps and long trousers, 
made U> order, but Himmler immediately forbade that 
practice, instructing that the piping on these items was 
to remain white. Some confusion then ensued, for in 
May 1940 the ReichsRihrer huektrucked by indicating 
that peaked cups could thereafter be piped in WufTen- 
farbe, although all walking-out dress trousers were 
now to be piped in gray. The following November 
Himmler changed bis mind yet again, directing that 
Wa fkmiurbe was once more to be restricted to shoulder 
straps and the soutache on the field cap, with all other 
piping reverting to white or aluminum depending on 
rank. It is clear lhai the Reicbsftihrer wanti-d his 
soldiers in retain their own unique appearance, distinct 
from that of the army, but a number nt Waffen-SS 
officers and men continued to wear WalTenfarbe nn 
t hei r pea ked caps u at il t he end of t he war. i n deli a nee of 
H i mailer's orde rs. 

The following list shows Lbe Waffenfurhe colors 


SS Waffenfarbe 1939-45 
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which were officially authorized for use hy the Waf- 
fen-SS at various stages of World War It, However, it 
should he noted that a few shades were withdrawn or 
reallocated from time lo time, and in any case the differ¬ 
ences in some colors were so slight as to be almost indis¬ 
tinguishable, a situation compounded hy variations tn 
manufacturers' dyes, the bleaching effect of (he sun and 
the? general weathering of piping under field conditions 
There is often heated debate between buyers and sellers 
of surviving piped items us to whether the Waffenfarbe 
colors concerned, are rare or relatively common ones. 

Collar Patches 

The earliest armed SB units were technically on the 
local Abschnitte staff, and as such members wore blank 
right collar patches- In May 1933, officers' patches 
began to be piped in a black/aluminum twisted cord, 
and those of other ranks in white cord With the rapid 
expansion of the militarized SS formations, il soon be¬ 
came clear that some kind of distinctive collar insignia 
was required for the Lcibstnndnrle and Fotitische 


Bereitschoften, a nd towards t he end of the year pu Echos 
bearing double Big-Runes, hand-embroidered in silver 
bullion for officers and white or silver-gray cotton for 
nt her ran ks „ were i ssued 1 n sold i ers of 1 he LAH , I n J u no 
1934 the SB PRs attached loOberabschnitle Bud. Bud- 
west and Mine were authorized to wear runic 'SS1', ’SB 
'£ and 'SS 3' patches respectively, with the numbers as 
large as the runes, and three months later non¬ 
commissioned ranks in the Lei bst and arte and SS-VT 
were further distinguished by being allowed lo use alu¬ 
minum wire embroidery on their collar patches. In 
October, the piping oil officers’ patches was changed to 
the definitive plain aluminum cord, with the black/ 
a) u m i n urn fcw ist now being adopted by other ra n ks, '3’he 
peat of the prewar period witnessed the introduction of 
machine-embroidered collar patches for the held uni¬ 
form, death's heads and other designs for SS-TV and 
specialist uni to. and the adoption of the '.SB 3‘. 'SS iJ 1 and 
'SS 3’ patches, this lime with small numbers, by the 
'Deutschland’. 'Germania' and 'Dor Fubrer' Sland¬ 
er ten Some collar patches wore produced on metal 
buses witb screw li tl ings Hi eUch corner, so thcy could Ik- 













easily removed from the tun it when it was being 

cleaned. 

When jirmy-paUpm shoulder strop* were introduced 
for the armed 5S in March 1^38, it was apparent that 
the Wearing of dual rank budges on both the left collar 
patch iSH ruilk'i und shoulder straps army equivalent 
was unnecessary. However, Himmler decreed that SS 
rank* should still Ik- displayed. The situation was 
exacerbated at the ou L break of wur, with the Leihsiand- 
arte, SS-VT and SS-TV being given specific roles along¬ 
side the Wehrmacht. The ordinary German soldier was 
bemused by the SS rank system, and was at u loss in 
know which SS men he was supposed to salute and 
whose orders he wo* obliged to obey. It therefore be¬ 
came absolutely essential, for practical and disciplin¬ 
ary reasons, that Wpffen-SS rank badges should cor¬ 
respond to those in the armed force* and be* easily 
rccogn ized as such. Consequent ty, d uri ng t he format ion 
of the first SS field divisions in the autumn of 1939. it 
was decided thul their personnel should not wear SS 
rank patches. Instead, they received matching collar 
patches with the runes or death's head on hath sides. 
Their ranks were indicated solely by shoulder strap*, in 
the army style. However, prewar WnfTen-SS officer* 
and men jealously retained their existing collar 
patches, showing their SS rank#. 

The increased use of camouflage smock#, which 
covered the shoulder simps and, indeed, dll insignia ex¬ 
cept the collar patches, led Himmler to rescind the 
mutching collar patch order on lb May l£HO, anti rein¬ 
troduce the SS rank patch for all WafTen-SS members. 
At the sume lime, the need for security during the inva¬ 
sion of the Low Count rips and France rendered obsolete 
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ail Sft-VT and SS-TV colldr patches bearing numerals 
or letter*. which were ordered to be removed, For a 
shorL time during the western campaign, personnel in 
the SS Verfiigungsdivision wore no collar patches at 
all From then on, the b^ic &S runes col 1 st patch he- 
came standard for all German and Germanic Waf. 
fon-SS formation* exceptTolcnkopf unit*, wbn*e mem¬ 
ber* continued to wear the death* head, now produced 
in a horizontal version more- suitable for use on the 
closed-neck Held tunic, to August iy.HI, the black, alu¬ 
minum twisted cord bordering other rank s' patches was- 
abolished. Leu ving these patches uniiordered for the rest 
of the war. 

With the increasing recruitment of non-Germans 
into the WiifTen-SS after 1340, Himmler became con¬ 
cerned iil.n>ut the use of the SS runes insignia by those 
not racially suitable tor ful l S5S membership, and he in¬ 
structed that such recruits should wear some other form 
of budge on the right col I ar patch ■ t he HS i herea Iter do- 
signed und issued a range of appropriate col tor patches 
for its foreign units nod, pending the distribution of 
these insignia, blank patches were often worn m new 
uinits fls :m interim measure. German SS officers and 
NCO? serving in foreign formations were still entitled 
to wear the SS runes collar patch and. as from July 
1943. Lf they chose to identify with their men by wearing 
t he dist l neii ve un it patch„ t hoy were obiigod to sport t h o 
SS runes embroidered below the left breast pocket in¬ 
stead, The latter insignia was identical to [hut worn by 
men tut he German police 

The wearing of collar patches did not always conform 
to regulalions- Matching patches and vertical death's 
head*, although prohibited in 1940. continued to be 
worn well into liMIJ, and officers often ustd other ranks' 
patches in the field, or removed the cording from their 
own patches. In 194-3, machine- woven versions of the SS 
runes and horizontal deuth’s head patches Were pro¬ 
duced, but the earlier embroidered examples Were still 
being issued at the end of the war. Recruits under (rain 
ing often wort- no collar patches at nil. 

The fallowing table lists all &S-VT, S5-TV and 
WalTen-SS unit collar patches which have been can- 
firmed by contemporary photographic or documentary 
evidence, They wore produced in embroidered versions 
only, unless otherwise indicated 

Shoulder Straps 

Members of the armed SS wore standard Align- 
meine-SS shoulder straps on the right sick- only until 
1935. when the earth-gray uniform was introduced. In 
July of that year,. SS-VT officers were ordered to wear 
their Allgemeine-SS strap* on hath shoulder* of the 
gray uniform. Other ranks received army-pattern, 
strap* made of plain earth-gray materiaL, or oarth- 
hrown For SS-TV troops. In 1936 these enlisted men's 
shoulder straps were replaced first by u round-ended 
black version piped in blurk/uluminum twisted eord. 
then by an unpiped bluek type with pointed ends. None 
of these curly straps identified tile wearers rank, as 
that was shown by his collar patches, 

In March 1938, army-pattern shoulder strap* with 
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black underlay and gilt stun* were issued l« nil armed 
SS officers, and NCO* began to wear aluminum I ace, or 
Trcsse. and white metal 'pips'. Rank was thereafter 
clearly indicated by the straps. From December 1939, 
officer* sported co] ored WalTen fa rbe p i pi ng bet ween t lie 
aluminum braid and black underlay, and other ranks 
received their definitive WalTen farhe-piped black 
straps with rounded end*. 

A large number of unit identification insignia were 
WOril oil the shoulder straps. For officers, the*C numer¬ 
al* and ciphen* were initially in gilt metal, then bronze 
after 1940. Other ranks had them embroidered directly 
onto their straps, or onto removable slip-on tabs from 
1940, The table on the previous page list* the various 
identification budge* known in have been used on WllF- 
fon-SS shoulder si raps. 

In October 134-3, Himmler decided that WafTen-SS 
units and specialist personnel were adequately idea ti¬ 
lled by collar patches, cuff title* and sleeve diamond*, 
and he forbade the wears ng of shoulder-strap numeral* 
and cipher* for the duration of the war. The only ex¬ 
ception was ihe Loibslandarte-SS ‘Adolf Hitler', whose 
members retained their LAH monograms. 


(uofiT: Thus* pairs at WatEnn-SS 
gHipgr*' ViQLUcUr jtnws incJcnE*, 
fawn lap Ed t-D-tt-om. a 
Hec ronmssgnc u OtMTStunnlLihrEr, 
an. IMantrif Kai^pIslLW-nEiiEK-cr, and 

ar n*sa Siatt SEuntibooriiiinEAr 


BtLOw: Art SS-UflCCrSCHarEiiriW Ip 
Sunfap^M. Jaoirtiv IMS. Ha- 
il^ Pcnitftairti ea.fi revoutKKiaETi 
am) ae -giro***- 

iaonchflr wh)&ti was used roly roc® 
anfiUwi disppMd gl. Pporalinj 
the PcnjcerEfipsl. v AnnrosP ffll", 
was gNlrgmeV aikd *1 wix 

vijry svccwiiyHy hbaro;*ati ( - 
lEvojfjndx gl Vc-Vutumi and Kitkir 
Troth irropi Ounrvg Ibg cVyanq 
vl.iijns at ltu» war 



Shoulder-strap Insignia 

Kddft 

link 

A 

SS-VT Artillt-ri- ILh l;, R.i-r.i 

A iLVitl-iiri 

5K-VT Hi\'nTtnnih<.in(r- Undalimi 

AS1 

ArLiltc-rv-Scliinl 3 

A&U 

An lilr-rv - Schno. II 

Copn-hi^l 

Trctnnral Lmti 

n 

TJi-l. 1 --chUr 1 S'.iindaTU 1 

nr 

Per h'clircr' *1 und irif 

11'Rc-mrn Nurrirral 

[Uvni it inu OlticTf- 

FI 

SS-VT Anti- Airrriift MCI S-iLlaliinn 

G 

"tienp-nm-s - Stmidkirlc 


JdntrFichiiilr firnun'rhiw|.i^ 

JST 

JinAuriyrh u lu T-ilr 

L 

Molar TcdiPW»l Sflvml 

LuOMhlci 

Triinmt L*.i*Huhmi<Tit* 

LAH 

|^-jtnUn4arki-S3 1 Adul f 1 Mkf' 

Lyrr 

Bhi4i 

MS 

Jlriunifi hwiiE 

y. 

'Nordlioid' SiiitiiLjrii- 

P-CoChic 

SS-^ An1i-Tfl.nl; Lliluilir-ii 

Sfijwnfc 

Vriifanan' Uni'* 

Scijirfic & Scfilf 

M kIll.lI UriLf, 

sk-tj 

I'jchait Oam-oni 

SK.LP 

Gani in 

US'L 

L'r.LrrfuhnrKhuik La jenbuTK 1 

US-'lt 

U'riLrrfuhr'fr'chLilp HjrdulfT''!l 

w 

■W i..||,ird' Si.mtS;i3-| 

1 - 17 

Tolcnkopr SlundarlcTi 























































Cuff Titles 

The cuff title, a woven black tape about 2$ mm in width 
and 49cm in length, which was worn nn the lower left 
sleeve of the tunic and greatcoat* became one of the 
most distinctive features of SS uniform. Apart from 
identifying the unit of the wearer, it promoted a re¬ 
markable esprit de carps in the WafFen-SS. 

AIL prewar regiments and must ancillary formations 
of the SS-VT and SS-TV bad their own cuff titles, which 
were handed over us part ami parcel of l he dot hint; 
issue. Each man received four, one for each of his uni- 
forms, and they were expected to last him nine months 
These early cuff titles were embroidered in Gothic let¬ 
tering with the exception of the Leibstardarte's "Adolf 
Hitler' insignia, which featured the hand-written Sut¬ 
ter! in script officially reserved for the Fu brer's guards 
from 193$, On 1 September IMS, ihe Gothic 'SS" used an 
certain cuff titles was replaced by a runic version, and 
three months later all Gothic script wlls discontinued in 
favor of standard. Latin lettering. 

In May 1940, the cuff titles worn by ancillary 
WafTen-SS units, for example 'SS-Nichrichtenstur nJ- 
bonn and 'SS-PiomeriituriTiburm’, wort abolished, us it 
was fell that they constituted a security risk Regi¬ 


mental titles such as Deutschland 1 continued to Iw 
used. however, even after the introduction of divisional 
titles in 1942. and were worn hy divisional personnel 
not entitled in regimental culT tit tes. -Sou member oft he 
signals baitnlion in the SS-Verfdgungsdi vision would 
wear the ‘SS-NdchrLchtensturmbfinn' title until May 
1940. then no cuff till eat all, and finally the "Lias Reich' 
title as- from September 1942. 

As the war progressed, cuff titles took on a new sig¬ 
nificance and were presented at solemn ceremonies 
during which unit comma riders would remind reci¬ 
pients of the great honor being bestowed, upon them and 
that they should do nothing to disgrace (lie names 
which their cuff titles bore. Tho exact criteria for 
awarding names and cuff titles is not known, but what 
is certain is that many &S divisions, like the 14lh 
iUkrainiani and 15th (Latviani, were never named, 
while some of those which were, such as 'Hnndschaf 
and "Maria Theresa', never received cuff titles. Himm¬ 
ler ji ppurcnlly judged every application on its own mer¬ 
its, refusing same new units on the grounds that a cuff 
title had to be earned on the field of battle, and turning 
down others because they hud been formed us a tempor¬ 
ary wartime expedient from personnel considered 
racially unsuitable for SS membership 
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Any Waffen-SS soldier transferring’ from one unit to 
another had La remove hie old cutT title and replace it 
with that of hie new unit. However, if the latter had not 
been awarded a cuff title, the man was permitted to con¬ 
tinue to wear the title of his former unit. That explains 
why "Adolf Hiller" and 'DerFiihrer cuff titles featured 
among the officer cadre of the 24 Eh SS Division in north¬ 
ern Italy at the end Of the war, and why miscellaneous 
cuff titles were worn by SS paratroopers. 

On occasion, two cuE! titles could he worn together. 
Officer cadets being trained at Bad TOfa, for example, 
were initially allowed to wear the k SS-Schufe TOlfc’eufT 
title above their own regimental or divisional titles, 
while war correspondents and military policemen often 
wore the 'SS-KriEgsberiehter* and 'SS- Fe I dgenda rme- 
rie' lilies below those of the regiment or division to 
which they were attached. The wearing ef more than 
one cuff title in this fashion was forbidden :n August 
1943. 

Cuff titles fell into the following four categories 
according to the method of their manufacture: 

Hand-embroidered in aluminum wire or thread: 
Produced from 1933 until June lfM2- For wear by all 
ranks until 1936. and thereafter by officers only. 


Machine-embroidered in white or silver-gruv cut- 
ton thread: The so-called h RZM-style', Produced from 
1936-43 for wear by other ranks only, 

Machine-woven in aluminum thread: Produced 
from 1939-43 for wear by officers only. 

Machine-woven in Hat gray cotton or silken 
thread.: The so-called l BEVO" pattern. Produced from 
1943 -15 for wear by all ranks, 

ll was not uncommon, however, for officers to use 
Other runks’ cutTtitles on their field tunica, Or for N’COs 
to acquire officer-quality titles for wear on their dreas 
uniform*. Moreover, old slocks of some early cuff titles 
continued to be worn long after they bad been officially 
discontinued, 

These categories are most important from a collec¬ 
tor's point of view, for some cuff titles which appear on 
the market can readily be identified as reproductions 
simply because the date of introduction of the original 
does not correspond with the manufacturing technique 
Of the copy. Cuff titles such as 'Florian Geyer. Tlohen- 
staufen" und 'Reichgfi}hrer-SS\ for example, which 
dated from 1943 and later, were all made in the BEVD 

































































pattern and should nut be encountered in the earlier 
KKM style, Similarly, Gothic script had been aban¬ 
doned long before 15)43, 90 it follows that Gothic letter¬ 
ing should not feature on BE VO cuff title*. 

The table below lists oil SS-VT, SS-TV and Waffiio-SS 
eulf titles which have been confirmed by coratemporary 
photographic or documentary evidence, together with 
their known manufacturing styles. 

A few rare variant culT titles are also known to have 
existed, but these were unofficial and even unique in 
sumt! cases. Examples include Sepp Dietrich's wartime 


"Adolf Hitler' cuff lilies, which were embroidered in 
gold bullion, and the L W iking' and 'Wallcnien' CUETlltlfs 
band-urrihrotdered in Gothic script for wear by unit 
commanders Herbert Gille and Leon Degrelle respec¬ 
tively. A small number of unapproved I oca lined cuff 
titles, such as the l Narwa’ and LstlnniT titles worn by 
some members of the 20lh i Estonian i Division, are con¬ 
firmed from photograph* and Wend in all probability 
bond-embroidered These are the exceptions which 
prove the general rules of cult-title manufacture. 

The following cuff titles were authorized during the 
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war, but never issued for a variety of reasons: Artur 
Phleps, Charlemagne, Finnisches I’rw. Btilaillon der 
WalTemSS. H inrich Schuldt, 30 Januar, Landstorm 
Neder la nd, Lai v i ja, Ostlurk ischcr Waffen - Ve rba nd der 
SS., Woldem a r> Veiss. Most of these cuff t it les ex i sled on 
paper only, Examp les oft he 'Charlemagne 1 , ‘Landstorm 
Nederland' and Ostturkischer WolTon-Verband der SS" 
titles have appeared in a manufactured form, but these 
have yet to he authenticated by photographic or docu¬ 
mentary evidence. 

Arm Eagles 

The eagle and swastika was established as the national 
emblem, or Hoheit&abseickefK of the Third Keieh on 7 
March 1936- The insignia ultimately developed to in¬ 
corporate a wide variety of forms, but the eagle invari¬ 
ably faced to its right when being u*ed hy State 
organisations such as the police and customs service, 
and to iis left w hen bei ng worn by the NSI ) A H and party 
formations hke the SA and NSKK. 

The first SS tunic eagles were sported by Sepp 
Dietrich and others as early as [he summer of 1935. 
with the newly-introduced earth-gray uniform. The use 
Of"Cagles on the right breast was restricted by law to the 
army, navy and air force, so members of the Lelbslanid- 
arle and SS-VT took to wearing (heirs on the loll upper 
arm. in lieu of (he gaudy Allgemeine-SS armband 
which was clearly unsuitable fnr held use. The pattern 
of sleeve eagle officially adopted by the armed SS m 
May 15)30 was that Introduced simultaneously for the 


railroad police, with a right-facing eagle having dip¬ 
ping wings. It was discontinued after only two years, 
but was still being worn by some veterans in 1943. 

The second and definitive pattern of SS national 
emblem, with a left-facing eagle and straight wings 
taper! ng to a peant, was devised i n 3 93S a nd was even t u - 
ally produced in several variations to become one of the 
most distinctive features of WniTen-SS uniform. The 
commonest manufacturing method was machine em 
broidery, in white or silver-gray cotton thread on black, 
and these RZM-style eagles came in the following three 
types, dependent upon period of production. 

Between 1938 and 19-11 the eagle had a pronounced 
square head: the 1942-43 version had a lass pronounced 
curved head; and from 1941 a more shallow round head. 
E^holographs confirm them? type* time and time again 
as period, rather than manufacturers', variations. The 
square-headed early eagle can regularly be seen in 
prewar shots and pictures taken during the western 
and Balkan blitzkriegs of 15)40-41, while the round- 
headed insignia never features in these photographs. 
Conversely, the round-headed late-war eagle is con¬ 
sistently seen on camouflage drill tunics during the 
Normandy and Ardennes bsittles, with the early bodge 
being conspicuous by its absence at that singe of the 
w-ar. 

In 15)39, a BE VO machine-woven version of the SS 
sleeve eagle began to appear, in Flat gray cotton or 
silken thread lor mher ranks and fine silver wire for 
nHirers li was widely worn on all types of Waffcr-SS 
uniform throughout the war. and was even used as a cap 


iw,hi: SS-OtMrgrwspfflruhfHOf 
Whrln Kopp*. Fiihrcr cl 
■Jbi r.ltirH-hCill WlUtlVC, ISlIuSCJ h,-. 
SS ind police! t-oops in 1943. Gmj 
Paic-n wai ueaU-a on Z6 Otlabet 
1919, [oHamnji: lOn disaolulion tl 
Poland, and in January lfr*9 d was 
rtnirtWCflu Wa'1ho**nd ilttn Ihe 

n-rtif W-HI ITim *4fc£4t rdn IhnSyjlK d. 

Krsppa pored an Hsnpotlflfti rPe 'h 
in* wpantullod oi 55 Hxe** n 5hw 
ReicJi lenrifcory. iof y«hch He 
(9c«is«Hh* i , ine w*jih***ru3i oau 
BoOb*, ttaarty vh<w<n i^a- on h*s 
tn 1 eft-is poflhet nh* 
0(wr5(vfrnlj3inralt|3irflf pn me 
i(wegfc«™j Htn me etongsied 
a.inTfl, i it Class, t} 1 urtiich 

til In.in loo ■viwe, nwfirdnd Ir.t 
ieawcfl in bidding up lluj prnw.-u 
Moil party in Hie Prac City. 














badge by female &3 au stili nrics. The BE VO eagle was 
also produced in tan-brown from 1043 r far the tropical 
uniform. A few examples in green weave, allegedly for 
use on the spring side of the camouflage uniform, have 
made their way on to the market recently, bul tlieir 
authenticity has not yet been confirmed. 

The S3 arm eagle was also hand-embroidered in 
silver bullion for officers. Numerous slight variations 
ex isted, and a few had snaps attached to the rear so that 
they could readily be remold from the tunic when the 
latter was being cleaned. The bullion eagle was 
standard wear for all SS officers, although Sepp 
Dietrich again highlighted his unique status hy having 
his insignia executed in gold wire. 

In addition to the various regulation types of SS 
Hoheitsab?eichen p othor eagles were sometimes WOffl 
on the left arm of the Waffen-SS tunic. A number ofex- 
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army officers who transferred to the Waffon-SiS, and 
foreigners who had previously served in Wehrmacht 
legions, wore the army brcast-engle on the sleeve, 
eilhe r to cm pha size t heir ori gi na or si mply beca use the 
army eagle was more readily avail able to them The use 
of army eagles was particularly cornmnn during the 
rapid expansion of the Wnflfen-SS in when SS 

eagles were in short supply and army-style Waflfen- 
farbe pi ping and matching collar patches were the order 
■of the day. A few SS-VT and SS-TV men On secondment 
to army unit* even wore th« army eagle on the right 
breast white still sporting the SS eagle on the left arm. 
The Italian SS had their own version of the sleeve eagle, 
which was right-facing and clutched a fasces instead of 
a swastika, and between August 1942 and October 1944 
the German police eagle in orange thread was worn hy 
members of the SS’Feldgendarmene, 


Other Insignia 

In addition to the insignia already mentioned, which 
were common to most Waffen-SS personnel, a number 
of other budges existed which merit only general cover¬ 
age. 

Members of the Pol izgi-Division wore police collar 
patches and headgear insignia until the beginning of 
1942, when the unit was fully incorporated into the 
Waffcn-SS. Thereafter, standard S3 badges prevailed, 
tint her than completely re-decal ling police helmets, 
however, the pol ice eag I e tended to be covered over w it h 
the runic shield, giving many SS-Polizei-Division hel¬ 
mets the appearance of having their Waffen-SS decals 
on the wrong way round. 

A range of arm shields was created for foreign volun¬ 
teers in the Waffen-SS, and generally took the form of 
machine-embroidered national flags on a black cloth 
ground measuring 60mm x 50mm. These were 
Standardised in 1943, and most were produced by the 
Berlin firm of Troltach & Han&elmann. The shields 
were at. first, worn above the cuff title, and later beneath 
the SS arm eagle, and gradually replaced the army ver¬ 
sions hitherto worn hy many foreigners The dags of 
Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, France, Great Britain, 
Holland, Latvia and Norway featured on these shields, 
white the badges for Albanian, Croatian, Finnish. 
Flemish and Ukrainian volunteers bore suitable 
heraldic motifs. 


A series of trade budges to identify skills and special¬ 
ties was designed in the shape of black cloth diamonds 
for wear on the lower left, sleeve. Each budge was 
awarded after the successful completion of the relevant 
S3 trai n in g course, a nd those who graduated from army 
schools were obliged to wear the army trade badge in 
lieu of the SSone. From October 1943. mountain troops 
sported a machine-embroidered edelweiss on the Left 
side of the Bergmutze and on the right tunic sleeve, 
above the Honor Chevron of the Old Guard if the latter 
was also worn. 

Uniformed female SS auxiliaries had a unique badge 
consisting Of a black ova] containing silver $3 runee, 
which was sewn to the left breast pocket. Other civilian 
employees were given embroidered, woven or printed 
armbands hearing the words ‘Waffon-SS? orTm Dions it 
der Waffen-SS' when in the war zone, and brassards fea¬ 
turing national colors were worn by young SS flak auxi¬ 
liaries from the east. The latter were issued with a mix¬ 
ture of Luftwaffe and Hitler Youth uniform, and a 
printed triangular SS runes badge at the top of the left 
sleeve, in the manner of the 11J district triangle, was 
the only Insignia which denoted their technical attach* 
ment to the WalTen-SS. 

During World War II. Waffen-SS soldiers were eli¬ 
gible for the whole range of Nazi military decorations, 
including the Iron Cross, German Cross, War Merit 
Crons and soon. Participation in the Crimea, Demjansk 
and Kurland battles, earned the appropriate campaign 
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distinctions for men of the Leibstandarte, &&■ 
Tolcnkopf-Di vision and VI WafTen-Armeekorpscler SS„ 
while troops of all units wore Infantry Assault, General 
Assault, Flak, Panzer Rattle and Wound Badges, the 
Tank Deatruoticjn Award and the Close Combat Clasp. 
The SS luring Service Decorations of 1 9,3 ft were super¬ 
seded during the war by their Wehrmacht equivalents, 
since the Waffen-SS was regarded as fin integral part of 
the armed forces. Even naval and Luftwaffe War and 
Quail tic at ton Badges could Occasionally be seen tin SS 
uniform, depending upon the wearer's service history. 

Of a II the German combat awards, only the Guerrilla 
Warfare Radge was singled out os being of specific re¬ 
levance to the activities of the Waffen-SS, and for that 
reason it merits some detailed description, The increas¬ 
ing ferocity of the war waged against partisan- 1 * in 
Russia, the Balkans and elsewhere during 1941-43 
necessitated the creation of a new decoration to reward 
those who had been engaged upon it fur a prolonged 
period. On 30 January 1944, Hi tier instituted the fttm- 
dgnka mpfabmichen and officially designated it a 
"Kampfabzeichen der Wtiffen-SS und Potizvi'\ or 
‘VVaffan^SS and Police Battle Badge', the only war 


badge so described during the Third Reich. It came in 
three grades bronze* silver and gold* for participation 
i n !i0. St) and 190 comha t day & agai n st guer ril las, Qual- 
ification for award was therefore very high* mo king the 
Bandenkampfabzeiehen far more difficult to achieve 
than similar decorations, like the Infantry Assault 
Badge. In fact, the Guerrilla Warfare Badge in Gold 
equated to winning the priced Close Combat Claap in 
Gold twice. 

The design of the Guerrilla Warfare Badge was based 
on, that of the insignia of the Silesian Freikorps of 1919 
and featured a wreath of oak I eaves enclosing a sword 
with suTiwheel swastika (representing the German 
forces) plunging into a hydra (the partisansl. The 
hydra, a fabulous multi-headed sea serpent of Greek 
mythology, was famed as being almost impossible to 
destroy since its heads quickly grew again if they were 
cut off. The parallel with the partisan forces, which 
sprung up vigorously time and time again, is obvious. 
At the sword's paint was aTotenkopf, which was doubly 
appropriate since it symbol] lied both the SS involve¬ 
ment in anti-partisan warfare and the deadly nature of 
the struggle. 
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THE GBIMANIC-SS 











Heinrich Himmler was possessed by his desire lo im¬ 
prove the strength and racial composition of the Ger¬ 
man nation, and saw as the cornerstone of the Greater 
German Reach an S3 organization with native branches 
in each ofLbe occupied western territories. The NSDAP 
hierarchy had. Long agreed that a II the areas which hod 
formerly been pari of the German (or Holy Roman? 
Empire, including Plunders and the Low- Countries, 
should automatically be incorporated into the now 
Reich, with the mass of their populace eventually 
attaining full Reich citizenship Himmler, however, 
went a step further, demanding that Germany should 


have the right to bring into its. ranks the Germanic 
peoples of Norway and Denmark, states which had 
never been part of the Empire, The ReichsAihrer en¬ 
visaged the ultimate creation of a new western Ger¬ 
manic State to be called Burgundla, grouping the 
Netherlands, Belgium and north-east France, which 
would be policed and governed solely hy the SS accord¬ 
ing to the S3 code. Burgundia would act as a buffer, pro¬ 
tecting Germany proper from western invasion. The 
general aim was to attract all the Nordic blood of 
Europe into the SS, so that never again would the Ger¬ 
manic peoples come into mutual conflict. 


Bh'medoss nordover! 
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To that end, Himmler established a replica nf the 
German Allgemeinc-SS in Flinders in September IthlO 
This Algemeene-SS Vlanmfercn was joined two months 
later by the Dutch Nederfandsche-SS, end in May Ift-ll 
the Norges-tiS was formed in Norway. Members of 
these uniln retained their own languages and customs, 
but there was to be no question of a Europe of semi-free 
pro-German states, each with its own independent S3 
formation loyal to its own political leader. From the 
start, Himmler told his western volunteers: 

'Be certain of this. There will Ist'm .ill Europe just oncSS 
(he Germanic-SS under the command of the RtHthtfiihrvr- 
SS You can resist, hut thai is a matter of indifference to me 
fur wi 1 will create it in any came We do not ask you (0 turn 
LiKiiirust your country, nor to <3u anything repugnant lu 
anyone proud of his country, who loves it and has his self- 
resperl Neither do we expect you to become Garmons out of 
opportunism What we do ask is that you subordinate your 
notional ideal in u superior racial and historical ideal, that of 
the single and ull-iiitbrucin^ Germanic Ha.ich. r 


Consequently, at the end of itM2, the western forma¬ 
tions wore removed from the influence of their own 
notional eolSabortilionist political leaders and amalga¬ 
mated to become u new Germanic-SS under Himmler's 
direct orders. Their independence gone, they were now 
merely branches of n single organization and were re¬ 
titled Germaansche-SS in Vlaanderen, Gormaansche- 
SS en Nederland, and Germanske-3S Norge. After the 
raising in April 194^3 of the Danish Germansk Korpset. 
later called the Schalhurg Corps, (he Germatlic-SS was 
complete, with a tom I active memlwrship of almost 
900G rnen. Many of them had seen action in Russia, 
with the foreign volnnieor legions of the Wnffen-SS, All 
were duly kitted out with surplus black Allgemeinu-SS 
uniforms imported from Germany, to which suitable 
national insignia w-Etn* attached. Their primary war¬ 
time task was to support the local police by rooting out 
partisans, subversives and other anti-Nazi elements, 
The uniform oft he German ic-SS in Flanders was vir- 
lordly identical to that of"the Allgemeine-SS. The only 
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pointa of departure wort that the peaked cap featured 
a targe elongated silver swastika instead of the SH 
eagle, and a black diamond bearing the S^> runes was 
worn an the left upper arm instead of the swastika arm’ 
band. The diamond was piped in black/silver twisted 
cord for junior ranks and; in silver by It inn for officers. 
Rank insignia worn on the left collar patch was the 
same as that of the German &S. while ihe right collar 
patch was blank. On the lower left sleeve, a hlack-and- 


silver cuff title bore the legend ‘SS- VI aan derenand 
the licit buckle featured the SS runes in a circle of 
oak leaves. Members of the Vlaanderen-Kurps, which 
was in effect the Flemish SS reserve, wore a similar 
black uniform hut were not entitled to Sport either the 
peaked cap or arm diamond. They had forage caps with 
a silver swastika on the left side, and their Cliff titles 
read Ylaanderon-Korps, Moreover, their belt buckles 
had only a semi-circle of oakleaves around the runes. 
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In civilian clothe*, members of the Germanic-SS 
m Flanders could wear a circular lapel hndge witb a 
white swastika on a block background, while patron 
members, or Bfftthermendv had their own 

diamond-shaped badge bcaringSH runesand the letters; 
•QL r , 

The nominal strength of the Flemish SK In June L&44 
wzls 3500. However. 16tH0uf those were on active service 
with the WaEIen-SS, 9-1-0 were with the NSKK and 500 
wene in the Vlaanderen-Karps, leaving only 460 
regular Germanic-SS men in Flanders of whom 100 


were still probationers. By the end of the year, most of 
Bel gi u m. h ad been liberated, There was only one signifi¬ 
cant except ion the port of Antwerp, birthplace of the 
Flemish bS, which remained in German hands. The 
remnants of thy Gcrmaansthe-SS in Vlaandcren were 
incorporated into a Security Corps of some 2500 
assorted paramilitaries, A bat tu lion oft his corps fought 
alongside the German defender* of Antwerp in a buttle 
which lasted throughout September-Novomber 1044 It 
was one of the nine examples of western European col¬ 
laborators- being used to light against the British and 




Americans, most of their colleagues seeing service only 
m Russia. 

The uniform of the Germaanschts-SS en Nederland 
was also black, with a regimental number on the right 
col la r pa tch. A tri angle bearing a si I v t -r Wol fsungul on a 
red-und-blaek background was worn on the left Upper 
arm, and a silver metal Wolfsangel also appeared on the 
peaked cap in place of the SS eagle, On the right upper 
arm, the Sis runes wore warn on a black diamond, in 
silver hull ion for officers and white cotton for lower 
tanks. All personnel wore blank cuff titles on the lower 
led sleeve. The 4000 pa trull members, nrlit>f*(mstigeride 
Wwt. wore an oval lapel badge with the SS runes sur¬ 
mounting a swastika and the letters ‘BL‘. The 
Germaansche-SS en Nederland had, un paper, a 
strength of five* regiments plus an SS-Ptoliee regiment, 
and supported its own journal. Storm SS. However, its 
active membership, nominally 3800 was ill fact con¬ 
stantly depleted by voluntary enlistments into the 
more prestigious WaJTen-SS- 

The Norges-SS of 1941 wore a curious uniform com¬ 
prising a field-gray open-necked tunic with a khaki 
shirt ei (id black Lie. Rank insignia was (hat of the Rikn- 
hir'd, 'the Norwegian N:m equivalent of Lhe German 
SA 1 and the Rik-diird's black armband w ith n sun cross 
and Swords was worn on the loft sleeve. Before the 
Norges-SS could complete even its basic training, how¬ 
ever, Hitler invaded Russia and 85 per coni of its mem¬ 
bership immediately volunteered for service witli the 
Norwegian Legion of the Waffen-SS. The remainder 
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wemi nto a pol ice com pan y, w lijch took part in t tie siege 
nf lauiingrad. 3n July 1942. many veterans returned 
from the east to form the new Germanske-SS Norge, 
which abandoned all Rikshird associations, A new oath 
of alien iur«? was taken to Hiller, and the German- 
inspired motto 'Min aere er troskap' ''My Honor is 
Luyalt_\'' was adopted- The uniform of the Germanske- 
SS Norge was- all block except for a brown shirt- 11 com¬ 
prised li ski-cap i peaked caps were never worn by the 
Norwegian SSi, an open-neeked tunic, ski trousers and 
mountain boots. An eagle holding a sun cross in silver 
mid black was worn on the left sleeve above a cufT title 
bearing the legend ‘Gurmanske-SK Norge', Rank in¬ 
signia appeared on lhe left collar patch with a silver 
sun wheel swastika on the right patch. SS runes on a 
black diamond wore sported on the right upper arm. 

No German ic-SH unit in Norway attained sulftcient 
size to be regarded as a Stand arte. The largest that 
could he mustered was a Stormbann or battalion, of 
which [here were 12 in various parts of the country. 
Most were consistently under strength- The concept of 
patron members was introduced into Norway as in the 
other Germanic cou nt ri es, a nd t hese so-cal led Rtattemlp 
Mfdlemner Were entitled to wear a small oval budge in 
black enamel, with sil ver SS runes and. the letters 'SM\ 
Official figures published in Gcrmuaunra. the Norwi 1 - 
gian Sts newspaper* gave the strength of the Germanic- 
in Norway a* J250 in September 15:144. Of these, 530 
were on cam bat duty with the Waffen-SS Lind 750 were 
in police units, leaving only 160 Norwegians in the 
act i ve Gorman ic- S£, At t he same t ime* ther‘e were 3500 
patron members, 

The Danish Germanic Corps, or Gormansk Korpset* 
was formed in 1 9i-i from Russian-front veterans and 


short ly the reafter was renamed the Schalbtirg Co rps in 
memory of their former leader who hud been killed at 
Demjansk, The unit adopted a black uniform virtually 
identical in that of the Allgcmeine-SS, with similar 
rank insignia, a St hough the nomenclature used was 
that of the Danish police, The main points of departure 
were that the SS cap eagle was replaced by a winged 
sun wheel nwy.su ka, and a su awheel swastika also 
appeared »n the right collar patch and on the belt 
buck He. A Danish heraldic shield, comprising three blue 
lions on a yellow field with red heart*, wys worn Oil the 
upper left arm above a cuff title bearing the word 
'Seh el] burg’. On ceremonial guard duty. 0 highly- 
polished black German steel helmet was worn with a 
large white sunwhce! swastika on the right side. The 
Schalburg Corps adopted the same techniques as the 
partisan groups which it lought. and responded to ouch 
resistance assassination w'Lth one of its own. A so-called 
Schalburg Gross, bearing the Corps motto Tnaskab vor 
Acre’<'Our Honor is. Loyalty') was instituted bile in the 
war, with one posthumous award being made. 

In addition to the German ic-55 formations perma¬ 
nently hosed in Flanders. Holland. Norway and Den¬ 
mark. the Allgemetne-SS established its own OVmu- 
niwh? Stunnfyanfu-QT Germanic battalions in the areas 
u-f the Reich where there were large concentrations of 
workers imported from the Nordic countries. These 
foreigners numbered several hundred thousand by the 
end of 1942, and po*ed a major problem for German in¬ 
ternal security. To assist in their control, Flemish and 
Dutch iSH officers and men. most of them fresh from 
front-tine service in the east, were employed by German 
tinny to engage in a propaganda campaign m the 
factories. They succeeded in persuading such large 










































numbers of their compatriot to join the local 
meine-$S that seven Germanic battalions were set up 
in the major industrial cities of Berlin, Braunschweig, 
Dresden, Dusseldorf, Hamburg, Ntirnberg and Stutt¬ 
gart. Uniforms were supplied by the AUgemeine-SS 
and comprised the standard black outfit, minus the 
tunic. Insignia was worn on the shirt, in the manner of 
the old SS traditional uniform. Membership peaked at 
around 7000 at the end of ItMJ, with the sole function of 
policing foreign workers in Germany. 

Initially. SS personnel from Flanders, Holland, Nor¬ 
way and Denmark were entitled to compete for and 
wear the paramilitary sports badges awarded by their 
domestic pro-Nazi parties. However, the formation nf 
the German ic-SS at the end of I EM;* all hut severed ihe 
links with home and consequently ri new all-embracing 
sports award was calk'd for On lb July 1&43. regula¬ 
tions mlroduced just surh a badge for the S iermanic-SS. 
It was to lake the form of two sig-mnea, long the 
emblem of the German SS, superimptised over a sun- 
wheel swastika, which was iissociuted with pro-Nazi 
parties nemaa Europe as wall as with the WafTcm-SS 
Wiking and Nordland divisions in which many wosl- 


Furopeart volunteers were curving. The design was 
therefore representative of the union between the Ger¬ 
man SS and the Gorman ic-SS, Approved and instituted 
by Himmler cm I August 1943. the award was mimed 
the Germanised tei$tung$rum\ or Germanic Pro¬ 
ficiency Rune. It came in two grades, bfOTlNKf and silver, 
the badges differing only in the color of the sunwheol. 
The tests leading to an award of the badge were on ft par 
with these undergone by Germans in the HS to qualify 
fur the German National Sports Radge and (heSA Mili¬ 
tary Sports Bodge. They included running, jumping, 
swimming, rope climbing, throwing the hammer, 
shooting, completing an assault course, map reading, 
distance judging, observation, camnuflAge, first aid, sig¬ 
naling, verbal reporting and report writing. There were 
a Iso w r i 1 ten a nd ora l esa m i no t ions on Nat Iona l Soria l- 
isi theories, Training requirements meant that at least 
]2ll hours practise had to be completed every sis. 
months, and tests had to be passed annually iti order to 
retain the badge. 

The first tests and examinations took place in 
January 1044 at the training school of the Dutch SS 
at Avegnor near Arnhem Over 2000 members of the 
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German ir-SS presented them Selves, but only 95 passed. 
They were decorated with the budge 1 l& silver and 77 
bronze! by Himmler on l February. The following June, 
20 Danes neceivEid the badgu at a ceremony at their 
training center at Hove lie, and in August 25 members 
of the Germanic-SH in Norway were similarly 
decorated. The Allied invasion of western Europe un¬ 
doubtedly prevented niune widespread distribution, end 
it is believed that total awards numbered less than 200. 
Many badges were destroyed by their recipients at the 
end of the w ar. Ibr obvious reasons. 

The Germanic Proficiency Hune was convex In form, 
and measured 46mm in diameter. The sun wheel was of 
copper-plated zinc with an olive-bronee or silver wash, 
whilethcsig-runes were black enameled tom bn k bronze 
with silver-plated edges, The wg-runes were secured to 
the sun wheel by four round tombak pins bent over at 
the rear. The reverse had a typically 'bubbled' appear¬ 
ance, and wan unmarked. The pin bar wee wide and flat. 
Since intended distribution was strictly limited, it is 
most probable that all Germanic Proficiency Runes 
were produced at a single source. Unfortunately, due to 
the absence of makers' marks, that source remain- ft 
mystery. However, it is more than likely that the badge 
was made ‘in-lieune" by line of the many SS economic 
enterprises. It has been widely faked with most copies 
lieing made from a bright alloy, with soldered runes and 
RZM marks. A completely bogus Germanic Proficiency 
Rune In Gold’ has even appeared on the memorabilia 
market in recant yean. 
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